
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL                          Non-Profit Org. 
1401 6TH STREET SW                                                                  US Postal Paid 
WILLMAR, MN 56201                                             Permit No. 370 
(320) 235-4685                                        Willmar, MN 56201 
redeemer@redeemerwillmar.org    
www.redeemerwillmar.org 

03/24          Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 

 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 
 

  Go Disciple All Nations 
Sharing Christ, Changing Lives    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



IN TOUCH WITH REDEEMER 
A newsletter by and for the family of Redeemer Lutheran Church  

Volume XXXIV, Issue III 
 

 

Dear Family in Christ,  
 

Sometimes, I wonder why Lutherans are so reticent to share the faith that is within 
us.  Saint Peter tells us to be prepared to give a defense for the faith that is within us. 
That word for defense is "apologia," where we get the word Apologetics.  
 

In the 1960s and 70s, Paul Little wrote a series of books.  One is called "Know What 
You Believe." Another one was, "Know Why You Believe." 
 

Even then, it was painfully clear that Christians didn't share the Gospel with others 
because they were not confident in these areas. 
 

It is interesting that throughout the ages, the vast majority of skeptics mainly have 
posed the same eight to twelve objections, and most of them are easily answered if 
you know what they are and if you have an answer ready to give a defense for your 
faith, in a winsome and pleasant way.  
 

Usually, those who don't know what or why they believe get angry and frustrated.    
 

To this end, when we are done with the book of Revelation on Sunday mornings, we 
will first do a course on the Catechism, reviewing the basics of what we believe.  You 
will be more capable of telling others the Christian faith with confidence and love. 
 

For those who have not been confirmed, this will also serve as a "New Members 
Class." At the end of the class, you will be invited to become a member of Redeemer 
in good standing. 
 

Some people have not opened a Small Catechism since they were confirmed.  Martin 
Luther wrote the book and he returned to reading it on nearly a daily basis.  It is also 
a book that I often turn to early when people have questions. 
 

When we finish the class on the Catechism, we will dive into the world of Apologetics 
and learn "WHY" the Christian faith is reasonable and not in opposition to basic logic 
and/or science. 
 

Keep an eye open for details on when these classes will begin. 
 

See you at Church! God's peace, Pastor Craig Donofrio 
 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.

MARCH 
Beth Corti – 320-231-1907   

 
Alice Beckmann 
Marcia Conklin 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Noah & Desrae Forst 
Kim & Karen Heiden 
Robert Hillenbrand 

Ryan & Laura Jackson-Bjonfald 
Robin Jacobson      

Richard & Donna Johnson  
Brandon & Chelsie Kopacek 

Jeremy & Andria Krakow    
Philip & Michelle Marcus    
Mick & Heather Moyer 

Cheryl Niss 
Tom & Tracy Ost  

Seth & Allison Pollock     
Todd & Audrey Raap 

Debra Rodelius 
Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 

Wilfred Wenberg          
Ted Wurm 

APRIL 
Deb Setrum – 320-222-3869 

 
Bryan & Christin Aeikens   

Matt Biel     
Lisa Bjerke     

Verdell & Val Bjerketvedt 
Jim & Gayle Braun   

Jason Connelly      
Cindy Cordes     

Luther & Peggy Dykema 
Kathy Ecklund     

Brian & Jackie Frank      
Joe & Darla Hammerschmidt 
Todd & Allison Hillenbrand 

Loren & Dianne Kruse 
Duncan & Elizabeth Miller 

Brenda Munsterman   
Craig Nissen         

Dave & Carol Runke      
Jerry Schleh              

Kim & Deb Setrum         
Joey Werder 

Dexter & Karen Wermers 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 

 

 



REDEEMER GIFT CARDS! Order gift cards any time of the year! A percentage goes 
towards a Preschoolers tuition, to a Redeemer Youths account, or to our General 
Education. The percentage listed on the form is what the church receives back in 
rebates. Fill out the form included in this newsletter or in the narthex! 
Deadline is Monday, March 11th. 
 
REDEEMER’S NEXT POTLUCK MEAL will be Sunday, March 17th at 11:30 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to pass! 
 
SHOES/BOOTS/TENNIES Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them 
to church, along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, NO FLIP-
FLOPS, and place them in the shoe box located in the narthex.  They will then be 
taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit the camp, as well as people in other 
countries around the world. 
 
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For March we will be collecting previously viewed DVD’s 
(comedy and action), paperback novels, board games, electronic games, hand-held 
games, car games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place 
donated items in box located in the narthex. 
 
THE HAPPY QUILTERS meet every Monday at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Come and join them! If you can tie a knot, you are a quilter! If you like to sew at 
home, there are squares available on the rack in the kitchen. 
 

  

Are you struggling with depression, anxiety, loneliness, a broken relationship, 
or the loss of a loved one? Do you want to find help, but you don’t know where 
to turn? Pastor Keith Brustuen is an LCMS pastor in Montevideo, and holds a 
Master’s Degree in Counseling. His counseling is both psychologically and 
theologically sound. Find peace in the midst of life’s storms. There is help for 
you and/or your loved one. Go to www.TheCenterforFamilyCounseling.com or 
call (320)253-3540. Appointments are available in person in Montevideo or via 
Zoom.  
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Happy Spring! 
 

The Preschoolers are about to jump into our Lutheran Schools Week. This 
week is a week of dress up and field trips, followed by silliness. Our theme 
this year for LSW is Connected. We want to thank you for making us feel 
connected to the church. The volunteers for the library have been faithful, 
as have so many new congregants coming up with ideas like the book 
drive. Adding and replacing books to our library is important. Thank you 
for being a part of that. You can find the book drive on our preschool page 
on the website or go to: https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-
view/30FF9A7IXROND to order books. Also, we have officially kicked off 
registration for next year. Be sure to spread the word! 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY OF THE WEEK! We are selecting two Redeemer families to pray for each 
Sunday in our worship services. Watch for a letter in the mail prior to the Sunday that 
we will pray for you and your loved ones. 

 

HEY YOUTH! 

Here are some opportunities to hang out together! 
 

7-12TH GRADE YOUTH RECHARGE   
Sundays on March 3, 10, 17, & 24 at 7 pm.  

Bring a friend and come hang out! 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST PREP – Saturday, March 30th at 9 am. 
EASTER BREAKFAST – Sunday, March 31st from 6:30-11:30 am. 

Hey 7-12th grade youth! Easter Breakfast is quickly approaching and we  
need your help to make it happen! Be on the lookout for a sign up sheet for  

you and your parents to come and help out! 
 



 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MARCH 2024  
 WORSHIP SERVICES CAN BE HEARD IN THE PARKING LOT ON 

SUNDAYS BY TUNING TO FM STATION 101.9. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Mar 3  
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Mark Sellmann 

 
Brandon Kopacek, Steve Lueders 

 
Drake Miller 

 
Stella Berghuis 

Mar 10 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Stan Skaro 

Jeff Pitt 

 
Kyan Schroeder 

Eva Berghuis 
Mar 17 

8:00 AM 
Communion 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Stan Skaro 

 
Jeff Pitt, Leon Schultz 

 
Ellie Runke 

 
Oscar Lopez 

Mar 24 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Mark Sellmann 
Steve Lueders 

 
Drake Miller 
Eva Berghuis 

Mar 31 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

Steve Lueders 

 
Drake Miller 

Alex Rodriguez 
Mar 6 

Mar 13 
Mar 20 
Mar 28 
Mar 29 

Dave Runke 
Mark Sellmann 

Jeff Pitt 
Dave Danzeisen, Brandon Kopacek 

Stan Skaro 

Kaylee Cordes 
Emma Fosso 
Ellie Runke 
Ellie Runke 
Emma Fosso 

   
USHERS   (*Head Usher)                
   8:00 *Bob & Lila Rekedal, Lori Schroeder 
 10:30 *Curt Swart 

 

LIBRARY 
Michelle Marcus 

SET YOUR CLOCKS 
AHEAD ONE HOUR 
ON MARCH 10TH! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

SUN ATTEND COMM ADULT ELEM H.S. SHUTINS 
Feb 4 202 164 52 14 13  

Feb 11 172  45 13 7  
Feb 18 167 150 43  4  
Feb 25 158  37 10 8  

       
TOTALS 699 314 177 37 32 8 

Out by death: Carol Schueler 

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN SERVICES 
Worship at 6:00 pm & Supper at 6:30 pm 

 

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Service – 7:00 pm 
Easter Services – 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 

Thank you to the following groups who signed up to serve. 
Please bring a pan of bars or a dozen cookies. 

 

March 6       __TRUSTEES & PRESCHOOL_ 
March 13     __LWML LADIES________ 
March 20     __FELLOWSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

 

Listen to Pastor Craig on For You Radio. "The Gospel for the believer and 
the unbeliever, alike!" There is a new program posted every Friday. You 
can subscribe for free on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, or wherever 
you find your podcasts. You can also go to www.ForYouRadio.org to listen. 
 



  

 

Matt Lingbeek, member of 
KMS FFA, was selected as 2024 
Region V Star in Agri-Business. 

Congratulations and best of 
luck as he interviews for      

State Star Finalist. 

 

 
******************************************************************* 

LWML NEWS 
 

Greetings Redeemer LWML members and Ladies of the congregation, 
 

We are excited to share that our group is hosting the Spring Zone Rally. It will be 
April 28 at 2pm.  Registration will begin at 1:30 pm.  The cost will be $5 which will 
include a light snack and a wonderful Missionary presentation from Dr. Martin 
Dicke of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation.  All of our congregation is welcome to 
attend! 
March 12th is our next meeting with a potluck beginning at 5:30 pm. Please bring 
a dish to share.  
We will be serving the Lent Supper on March 13. Members, please come at 5:00 
pm to set-up and bring a pan of bars or a dozen cookies.  
We are working on a banner for the LWML District Rally.  We are tentatively 
thinking of a workday on Saturday, March 16.  More details will be announced. 
 

Our March service project will be helping our Preschool with some new books. To 
see the whole list of books they would like to add to the library, go to: 
    https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/30FF9A7IXROND 
and order or bring a cash donation to the church office for the Preschool to order. 
 

God's Blessings, Brooke Sellmann, Chair 

 

Please join us for Redeemer  
Ladies Book Club: 

 
The Potluck Club 

Linda Evans Shepherd (Author), Eva Marie Everson (Author) 
 

We will gather for food, fellowship                   
and discussion. 

Bring something to share. 
April 11, 2024 6pm 

Redeemer Trinity Room 
 

You are welcome to purchase on your own        
or we can order a copy for you, please sign 

up on the church office window. 
 
 

******************************************************************** 
 

THANK YOU REDEEMER FOR SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH! 
PLEASE JOIN US ON APRIL 14TH FOR A THANK YOU MEAL! 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   



LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP NEWS: 
 

MEN'S WEEKEND AT LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP:  Gentlemen, join us for our annual 
Men's Weekend! Dr. David Coe is our speaker for the 2024 Men's Weekend. He is a 
theology professor at Concordia University NE and the author of the book "Provoking 
Proverbs: Wisdom and the Ten Commandments". You won't want to miss this 
weekend full of theological learning, fellowship, and fun! The cost is $155 and includes 
food, lodging, and Dr. Coe's book. To sign up, and to find the schedule, go 
to islandcamp.org/schedule. 
 

SUMMER REGISTRATION:  Registration is OPEN! There has been a record number 
so far since it became available on January 2nd. The registration is completely online 
on the camp website. If people have questions about registering, they can contact the 
office at 218-583-2905. ALL program descriptions are also on the website.  
 

SUMMER STAFF: The summer staff application is open!  Camp has posted the link 
on their Facebook and Instagram pages and also on the website. PLEASE SPREAD THE 
WORD! Each year camp struggles to fully staff the summers but the more people we 
have advocating for young people to work at camp, the better our recruiting goes. 
To view the positions, go to www.islandcamp.org/summer-employment.  
 

ERC RENOVATION UPDATE: You can still contribute to the ERC Renovation Project 
at www.islandcamp.org/renovation! Send in a check or give with credit card over the 
phone. Please specify that you'd like your gift to go towards the ERC matching grant. 
Direct questions to Stacy at licdirector@islandcamp.org. 
 

QUILT & CRAFTING RETREAT APRIL 17-21:  Come to camp in the spring for a lovely 
week of quilting and crafting on the island!  Food, lodging, and evening devotions 
are provided by the LIC staff.  You can register on the camp website.  Call the camp 
office at 218-583-2905 if you would like help registering!   
 

WOMEN'S WEEKEND APRIL 26-28:  Ladies, head to camp for the Women's 
Weekend!  Dr (and LIC director) Stacy Lung is the keynote speaker.  The theme is 
"Redeeming the Imagination:  Exploring Wonder, Beauty, Creativity, and 
Worship".  The weekend will include small group discussions, church on Sunday, and 
Island activities all with your sisters in Christ.  Register on the camp website.   

 

 

Drake Miller, far right, is a 
member of the Litchfield 
Middle School robotics 

club. They were problem-
solving an issue they had 
with their robot design by 

pointing out what was 
and wasn’t working. 

 

 

BOLD/BLHS DRAMA CLUB 
performs  

“The Seussification of   
Romeo and Juliet”. 

 

 

Devyn Frank, a member of the 
BOLD/BLHS Drama department 
took part in the “One Act’ 
competition and placed second 
in regional and fourth at the 
sectional event. Devyn is second 
from right in front row above 
and pictured in photo to the left.  



YOUTH IN THE NEWS 
The Diamond Edge Figure Skating Club 
hit the ice as they performed fairytale 
numbers called “Once Upon A Time” at 
the Willmar Civic Center. Emma Fosso, 
right, performed her specialty solo, 
“Beauty & the Beast”.  

 

 

Harris Fosso, left, performed in a 
number called “Set It All Free”. 

 

 

Abby Behl, right, also performed a 
duet during the annual Diamond 
Edge Spring Show on Saturday, 
February 24th. 

 

 

 

Josie Malkuch, in middle with 
blue frilly skirt, got to skate with 
her dad Jim. 

 

HIGHER THINGS 
This year, 7 youth and 3 adults will be traveling to Concordia University, Mequon, WI 
for the Higher Things Conference. What is Higher Things? It is a conference started 
by LCMS pastors that has held 55 youth conferences since 2000. When youth and 
chaperones attend Higher Things, they will be immersed in the Gospel. They will learn 
about their faith, and not just what we believe as Lutherans, but why we believe it and 
why it is essential. Worship will be several times a day, using the liturgies and hymns 
from our hymnal. Those who attend will grow in their Christian faith as they come to 
learn and appreciate liturgical practice and its unique focus on God's gift of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation for us delivered in Word and sacrament.  
 

As a church, Redeemer is financially supporting these youth. We ask also that you 
pray for the youth and chaperones as they prepare for this conference, that they be 
encouraged in their faith, and discover further who they are in Christ.  
 

This year's 
attendees are:  

Pastor Donofrio 
Jim Malkuch  

Joanna Jerzak  
Chloe Jensen  

Adri Behl  
Jillayna Schroeder 

Devyn Frank  
Mitchell Nelson   

Mason McChesney 
 
 

Thank you, 
Redeemer Family,  
for your support  
not only for the 

conference, but for 
all of the support  
you continually  

give all the youth  
of our church! 



NOISY OFFERING is coming up on Sunday, March 31st! The Sunday School 
Children will be by the doors after service to collect any loose change that 
you bring. This quarter, our Sunday School offerings and Noisy Offering will 
be going to MN CHARM, a community organization in Kandiyohi headed by 
Steve Lueders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 THANK YOU to the Elders, Bells, Choir, and Youth for 

serving the Lenten meals in February. It was MUCH 
appreciated and enjoyed by all. Thank you! 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Easter is March 31st, so remember your 
loved one by donating to our Easter flowers 
that decorate our church. Please bring this 
form and your donation to the church office 
no later than March 24th. 

 

 

   

 In memory of:       

                _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  If you would like to take your flower home,  

  please pick it up by April 7th.   
 

  

   Contribution $ ___________ 
 

 


