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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

A number of years ago in a kindergarten class, a little boy by 
the name of Ronnie could hardly wait for the sharing period. 
He had brought his much-prized manger scene to show 
others. As he put each piece in its place, he would comment: 
“This is a wise man.” “This is a shepherd.” But the children 
kept asking, “Where is the Baby Jesus?” He set the last piece 
in place. It was a sheep. Tearfully, he said to the teacher, “I’ve 
lost the baby Jesus.” 
  

Most of us have been preparing for Christmas. We have shopped for gifts, decorated 
the house, and sent cards. The rush, the friends and relatives, and the many duties 
have taken from some of us the last resource of energy and patience. 
  
How tragic it would be for us if we discover at the close of our preparations for 
Christmas that we, too, have lost Christ from the scene of even lessened His 
importance! May everyone in your home and our home make this Christmas what it 
was intended for – the anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 
From our house to your house – Have a Christ filled CHRISTmas! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Yours in Christ,         
Pastor Jack & Carol Baumgarn   
 
Christmas means 
Hearts warmed by the 
Realization that, 
In spite of our 
Sin, God loved us so much 
That he gave His Son. 

PS: In our Advent services, the 
following sermon messages will be 
built around the names of “Jesus”. 

 

November 30 – “Jesus” 
December 7 – “Savior” 

December 14 – “Immanuel” 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.

DECEMBER 
Chair: Beth Corti 

 
Bob & Doris Ast 
Deb Bremseth 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Ryan & Sarah Fosso 

Josh & Bethany Hebrink 
Darrell & Gail Hoekstra 

Ronda Hunt 
Ron & Bonnie Jaspersen 
Corey & Joanna Jerzak 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Mike & Mary Mikkelsen 

Bob & Lila Rekedal 
Lori Schroeder 

Steve & Melanie Schultz 
Kim & Deb Setrum 

Stan & Sharon Skaro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY  
Janice Bartel – 320-403-5045 
Sharon Skaro – 320-894-7247 

 
Matt & Jennifer Akerson 

Elloyd & Janice Bartel 
Rev. Jack & Carol Baumgarn 

Jacob Berghuis 
Sarah Berghuis 

Susan Christensen 
Andrew & Heather Cordes 

Dave & Julie Danzeisen 
Jerry Gesch 

Pete & Paulette Hagen 
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand 
Jon & Lindsey Hillenbrand 

Carol Jackson 
Jared & Kjaresty Johnson 

Dylan & Angela Kalkbrenner 
Roger & Lois Koosmann 

Jerret & Darci Mohr 
Bill & Bridget Neumann 

Jeff & Cheryl Pitt 
Stan & Sharon Skaro 

Rolf & Joyce Standfuss 
Dale & Ashley Weilage 

 
 

 
NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 

how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 DECEMBER 2022  
 WORSHIP SERVICES CAN BE HEARD IN THE PARKING LOT ON 

SUNDAYS BY TUNING TO FM STATION 101.9. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Dec 4 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Dave Runke, Jeff Pitt 

 
Steve Lueders, Brandon Kopacek 

 
Aliyah Lingbeek 

 
Julia Moyer 

Dec 7  
6:00 PM 

 
Dave Runke  

 
Oscar Lopez 

Dec 11 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Stan Skaro 

Brandon Kopacek 

 
Griffyn Dahline 

Devyn Frank 
Dec 14 

6:00 PM 
 

Dave Danzeisen 
 

Emma Reznecheck 
 Dec 18 

8:00 AM 
Communion 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Mike Botzek 

 
Stan Skaro, Steve Lueders 

 
? 
 

Alex Rodriguez 
Dec 24 

4:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

All 
Available 

Elders 

 
Mia Corti 

Mason McChesney 
Dec 25 

10:00 AM 
 

Jeff Pitt 
 
? 

USHERS                   
   8:00 AM  Matt Akerson, Ken Behm, Mike Botzek  
 10:30 AM  Jeff Pitt, Tim & Denise Smith 

LIBRARY 

 
My Family at Redeemer,  
 
After prayerful consideration, I have decided to accept the call to serve at St. 
Paul in Napoleon, Ohio. I truly have made many wonderful memories while here 
at Redeemer and I have enjoyed serving your families and watching your kids 
grow over the years. I ask you to continue to pray for me as I prepare to move 
and transition into this new position.  
 
I will continue to serve during this Advent Season with my last Sunday being 
December 18.  
 
As a congregation member, you play an important role in the life of the 
Redeemer Family and so I also ask that you keep Redeemer leadership, staff, 
and the pastoral call committee in your prayers as they continue to work 
together in seeking God’s direction for Redeemer’s future.  
 
Redeemer family you will be in my prayers as you continue to serve God in this 
place. May “… the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.” Colossians 3:16.  
 
Fellow Servant of Christ,  
Cassie Drenkow 
Director of Christian Education 
 
********************************************************************************** 
 

 
CHECK OUT THE MITTEN TREE on the wall 
next to the office. Please do not wrap, just 
place in a gift bag with the receipt and mitten 
inside and bring back by December 18th. 
  

 



THE CHALLENGES OF 10-11; 11-12; 12-13 
 

It’s always interesting to review the past. I remember that over 
the years kids and staff had struggles but as I was reviewing 
these three particular years, I realized that we had more than 
usual in this span of time.  In my memory I have chalked it up 
to growing pains, but it was more challenging than that.   
Medical concerns hit a few staff and volunteers hard.  God has 
continued to bless these beautiful people with busy and active 
lives, but cancer and treatments were not easy to go through 
at this time. Sharon, our 3’s teacher worked during some of her 

treatments, took some time off and eventually resigned from teaching. Other staff returned to 
us for a few more years. We also had staff who were dealing with chronic medical diagnoses.  
Teaching any age is mentally and physically demanding but the grace and fortitude these 
teachers showed was a testament to their faith in God’s grace and care. 
We also had two students diagnosed with Leukemia, and both are 
healthy young adults now. But a scary and all-consuming time in their 
lives as treatments commenced. A benefit, gift cards, meals and lots 
of prayers were how we could support them at this time. 
And the hardest of all was the death of Tyler- one of our alumni and 
then Lila- my faithful office/classroom volunteer. Many were hurting 
when these Saints left us early and entered the Kingdom of Heaven.  
There are so many blessings and words of wisdom that Lila gave me 
as we worked in the office together. I still “want to be just like her 
when I grow up!!” And Tyler was in preschool right after he finished 
his cancer treatments. At one point, in order for him to survive, the 
doctors put him in a coma so his body could heal. At preschool he would tell us about the angels 
he talked to while he was “sleeping”.  What a witness he was to all of us! 
But because of a beautiful saint’s memorial, kindergarten teacher Marlys Bunde, we started 

offering community education events during these years.  
Jennie Williamson had her first concert in 2010. Her song 
“Pearly White Gates” was introduced to me at a time of great 
loss in my life. It speaks such clear truth about the grace of 
God. And her songs continue to speak God’s truth and why 
we teach that music to our students to this day. Another 
community event started during these years was Art Night.  
This evening filled with a variety of art experiences is still 
enjoyed by many in and out of our school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS Pastor Baumgarn will be having an “Adult Information Class” 
covering the basics of the Christian faith. Those wanting to join the church or review 
the basics, please join us on Monday’s at 6:30 pm. 
 

TRAVELING SOUTH FOR THE WINTER? Would you find it helpful to have your 
offerings debited directly from your bank account as you probably do with other 
obligations? Redeemer offers electronic giving for those of you who wish to have 
contributions transferred electronically to the church’s account. If you have plans to 
travel this winter, electronic giving gives you a convenient way to keep up with your 
intended offerings. Simply complete and return an electronic giving authorization 
form to get started. Look for the yellow forms in the narthex of church office. 
 
REMINDER FOR YEAR-END DONATIONS: To qualify as a gift in 2022, federal 
regulations require that checks must be dated on or before December 31st and the 
mailing envelope accompanying the check must be postmarked by December 31st. 
Gifts received after that date will be posted to your 2023 giving. For hand-delivered 
checks, the date the check is received by the church determines in which year your 
donation will be recorded.  
 

10 MOST POPULAR CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS IN THE US 
1.  Watch a Christmas movie.   6.  Bake Christmas cookies and 
2.  Set up a Christmas tree.        decorate gingerbread houses. 
3.  String home and yard decorations. 7.  Exchange gifts. 
4.  Hang the mistletoe.    8.  Send Christmas cards. 
5.  Host or join a Christmas dinner.  9.  Hide an elf on the shelf. 

10.  Listen to Christmas songs and go caroling. 

SUN ATTEND COMM ADULT ELEM H.S. PRIVATE 
Nov 6 220 169 42 11 7  

Nov 13 144  30 8 6  
Nov 20 192 161 43 4 4  
Nov 27 183  45 9 9  

TOTALS 739 330 160 32 26 25 
Out by transfer: Pastor Matt, Kim, Jordan Canion 
Out by death:  Dewayne Holthusen 



NATIVI "TEA" -- SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 FROM 3-5 PM  We will be having a Nativi 
"tea" at Redeemer.  Join us for a fun afternoon of entertainment by our bell choir, 
some singing, and a light snack.  Enjoy the nativity display from 3:00-4:00, with the 
program beginning at 4:00.  
 

HOSTESSES/TABLE DECORATORS are needed for our Nativi "tea".  If you would be 
interested in decorating a table, please contact Kelly Fernandez, Briana Jensen, or 
Deb Bremseth.  They can be as plain or fancy as you wish.  You may set up your 
tables either Friday, December 2 from 6-8 pm or Saturday, December 3 from 10 am 
- 1 pm. 
 

NATIVITIES TO SHARE:  Would you be willing to bring some of your nativities and 
share them for the Nativi "tea" display?  We would love to see all the unique nativities 
you have collected over the years.  Last year we had almost 100 different nativities.  
Let's see if we can beat that number this year!  You may bring your nativities and set 
them up either Friday, December 2nd from 6-8 pm or Saturday from 10 am - 1 pm.  
Thank You In Advance for sharing them! 
 

MEN!! Would any of you be willing to help set up tables before the Nativi "tea" on 
Friday, December 2 at approximately 4:30 pm and/or then again to take them down 
on Sunday, December 4 at approximately 5:30 pm?  It would be greatly appreciated.  
If you are willing to help out, please let Kelly Fernandez, Briana Jensen, or Deb 
Bremseth know. 

 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP  
 

CHRISTMAS HYMN SING -- DECEMBER 3:  Kick off your Christmas season with a 
hymn sing in the beautiful Lutheran Island Camp chapel. Cookies and hot drinks will 
be served afterwards during a time of fellowship. There is no cost to attend this event 
but there will be an option for a free will donation. Signing up is not required but is 
much appreciated so we make enough cookies! Call the Lutheran Island Camp office 
at (218) 583-2905 to sign up today!  
 
SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATIONS:  January 1st: Registration for summer camp 
opens. Please check out the website on January 1st for the list of programs offered 
this summer. 

Since opening the school I followed my Lutheran School traditions from Nebraska and 
scheduled a Christmas and Spring Musical Service for family and friends.  These 
“programs” have always been designed as a church service with a clear message about 
God’s teachings.  Many over the years were written by me or now in these years my 
teachers were starting to write them too.  We have used Christian music, hymns, picture 
books, Bible stories and parables, dance, props, instruments and more to create a 
meaningful experience for the kids and families.  We are about to present our 20th 
Christmas service in just a few weeks.  (We did not skip during Covid although it was not 
in person in 2020.) 

 
We had big numbers during these years but it was overwhelming and prompted the 
governing system to ask to have a max number that was more manageable.  We 
proposed starting kindergarten.  This was approved but we did not reach the minimum 
number of commitments to move forward with this. An addition of a 3rd room was 
completed though so now we had four 4 year old classes and two 3 year old classes.  It 
was a busy place in the building.                              Rachel Jeppesen, Preschool Director 
 

 

 

  

Two times:  5:00 pm for those who are busy later and 7:00 pm. 
Wednesday, December 7th & 14th in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
$5/ornament 

Both nights a selection of other ceramics  
will be available to paint (various prices). 



EVERYONE HAS TALENT! Put your talent to use on one of our church boards 
starting January 1st! Contact Tim Pollock or Tim Smith. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES Join in on either Pastor Baumgarn’s study on 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians in the Fellowship Hall or Danzeisen’s study of Exodus 
in the Trinity Room each Sunday at 9:15 am. 

 

THE QUILTERS will not meet in December but will begin again on January 9th. There 
are bundles on the wire rack in the kitchen if anyone would like to sew at home. 
 

REDEEMER’S NEXT POTLUCK MEAL will be December 18th at 11:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to pass! 
 

NEWSLETTERS Please consider having your newsletter placed in your church 
mailbox, view it online, or emailed to you. Please contact Lori in the church office. 
 
NEW ITEMS IN THE LIBRARY! Two books by Wanda Brunstetter, “The Mocking 
Birds Song” and “The Crows Call”. “A Bible History” from Concordia Publishing. Also, 
a DVD, “As in the Days of Noah”.  

  

 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES & EVENTS: 
December 4 – Nativi Tea – 3 pm 

December 7 & 14 – Advent Worship 6 pm & Meal 6:30 pm 
December 7 & 14 – ADVENTure School/Confirmation/Choir – 7 pm 

December 15 – Preschool Christmas Service – 6 pm 
December 24 – Christmas Eve – 4 & 6 pm (candlelight service at 6 pm only) 

December 25 – Christmas Day – 10 am only      
December 31 (No New Year’s Eve service) 

January 1 – New Year’s Day Service – 10 am only 

CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY             
           for your Christmas  
           cards & napkins! 

YOUTH SERVE ADVENT MEAL on December 7th. Middle school families are asked 
to help from 5:00-6:00 pm. High School students and their families are asked to help 
serve and clean up starting at 6:30 pm. Each family is asked to bring a pan of bars or 
1 dozen cookies.  
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY will be Sunday, December 11, from 11:30-2 pm. Lunch 
will be provided.  Then enter a peppermint forest of fun as we spend the afternoon 
enjoying some crazy candy cane games. We’ll finish the afternoon with a Hot Cocoa 
Bar. Each student is asked to bring a Christmas-themed mug to exchange. 

 

 
FAMILY CAROLING Everyone is welcome to join the Sunday 
school families as they go Christmas Caroling at Copperleaf on 
Sunday, December 18, 1:30-2:30 pm. Stay for the potluck that 
day and then join us as we go caroling.  
 
 

SHOES/BOOTS Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church, along 
with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and place them in the shoe box located 
in the narthex.  They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit the camp, as 
well as people in other countries around the world. For more information on Lutheran 
Island Camp go to islandcamp.org.  
 

LIKE TO SEW? If you are willing to sew quilt tops together for next year’s graduate 
quilts, please stop in the church office for a bag of squares. 
 

REDEEMER GIFT CARDS! Order gift cards any time of the year! A percentage goes 
towards a Preschoolers tuition, to a Redeemer Youths account, or to our General 
Education. The percentage listed on the form is what the church receives back in 
rebates.  Forms are located in the church office or the narthex! Deadline for this month 
is Monday, December 12th. 
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For December we will be collecting previously viewed 
DVD’s (comedy and action), paperback novels, games, board games, car games, 
electronic hand-held games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please 
place donated items in the box located in the narthex. 
 



  



Our ADVENT-ure school 
dates are set for November 
30, & December 7th & 14th.  
The schedule for ADVENT-
ure School will be as follows: 

 

7:00 PM 
Family Devotions in Gym 

7:10 - 8:00 PM 
3rd-6th Grade Classes ADVENT-URE School Projects in Gym and Fellowship Hall Area. 

Preschool -2nd Grade Activities in Preschool 3 Room 
 

PRESCHOOL-2ND GRADERS: There will be ADVENT activity that goes along with the devotion. 
***PARENTS or GRANDPARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY AND HELP THEIR CHILDREN.*** 
 

Starting in 3rd grade your child will have the opportunity to work on a nativity set.  Rachel 
Jeppesen has offered to pour the pieces for the 4th-6th graders.  Michael Gratz and a group of 
volunteers also graciously offer to make the stable kits each year for our 3rd graders.   By the 
time your child is in 6th grade, they will have completed a stable and 15 ceramic nativity pieces.  
What a wonderful keepsake for your child.   
 

3RD–6TH GRADERS: Each year your child will work on a part of their Nativity from Stable to 
pieces.  The stables will not be available on the first night to work on. If you break one of your 
pieces, chip it, etc. a new piece can be purchased for $1.00 each. ***PARENTS or GRANDPARENTS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY AND HELP THEIR CHILDREN.*** 
 

3rd Grade – Stable, Cross Ornament 
4th Grade – Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, Cow, Donkey, Holy Family Ornament 

5th Grade – Angel, Camel, Shepherd, 2 Sheep, Angel Ornament 
6th Grade – 3 Wisemen, 2 Camels, Wisemen Ornament 

 

Cost to participate in ADVENT-ure School 1st-6th grade activities is $10.00 per student and can 
be turned into church office or brought first night of ADVENT-ure School.   
 

If you are new to Redeemer and would like to “catch up” on your pieces, you may sign up to do 
more than your “assigned” year of pieces, additional makeup or replacement pieces cost $2 per 
piece. We will help you get caught up! Please contact church office if you have any questions. 
Sign up online at www.redeemerwillmar.org/ministries/children                                                             

 

Order Your Poinsettias 
Remember your loved one by donating to our poinsettias that decorate our              
church this Christmas season. Please return this form with payment to the                                           

church office no later than Sunday, December 18th.                              
      

  In memory of:                 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  By:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

I/We will pick them up                

                                        or 

                       I/We will leave them at the church 

 

 

   

Contribution $____________       Offering #___________ 


