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February in Minnesota means cold temperatures and 
snow.  Our lives tend to change once this time of year 
hits.  The hockey season might be in full swing, but our 
engagement in outdoor activities may not be the same as 

in the summer months.  We tend to stay in where it is a little warmer.  If the 
roads are covered in ice there might be a deterrent to road trips waiting 
outside.  February may bring ideas of escaping to warmer climates down 
south even if it does not materialize. 
Even in the wintery month of February we are looking forward to 
something.  We cannot wait for the snow the melt and we will have to 
opportunity to get back outside.  We might even start making lists of what we 
would like to see happen once it gets warmer.  If we get ambitious we may 
even think about taking stuff out of closets and making more room where 
there was not the week before.  It is that aspiration that I am thinking about 
as I write this article.  
Lent begins in the first week of March.  It is a time of the year that we reflect 
on what Christ did for us, we remember the physical and emotional pain he 
went through as He drew closer to the cross.  Some church traditions have 
included asking members to give up something during this time of the church 
year.  I have heard that some people try to give up either caffeine or chocolate 
during Lent (but does that mean everyone around us would suffer because of 
this choice?).  
We may not take the time to dive into the season of Lent and approach the 
time of the year without much thinking behind what we do.  We might make 
lists of what we would like to do when spring arrives in Minnesota, but do we 
give the same approach to Lent.  Have you paused the busyness of your life 
to take inventory of where you are right now spiritually?  Is God putting 
something in your heart that may be getting in the way of joy in your life?  Has 
anything inside of you changed in the last two years? 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
   

 
FEBRUARY 

Deb Bremseth – 320-231-2089 
Sarah Fosso – 320-967-4159 

  
Deb Bremseth           

John & Sharon Cola         
Carolyn Davis  

Ryan & Sarah Fosso 
Jeremy & Nichole Gleason       
Keven & Diane Hillenbrand 

Jamie Jackson 
Roger & Nancy Klaassen  

Ben Kopacek   
Brad & Claudia Lenz      

Brad Marcus                
Gene & Rose Meyer       

Randy & Melissa Mord 
Nathan & Margaret Nielsen 

Wayde & Sarah Olson 
Tim & Stacy Pollock    
Charlotte Roduner  

Joseph & Katherine Schaefbauer 
Jennifer Schoumaker 
Dave & Lynn Sherod     

Jeff & LeAnn Stauffenecker 
Tony & Kerry Texley 

 
 

 
MARCH 

Beth Corti – 320-231-1907   
 

 
Alice Beckmann 
Marcia Conklin 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Noah & Desrae Forst 
Kim & Karen Heiden 
Robert Hillenbrand 

Laura Jackson 
Robin Jacobson      

Richard & Donna Johnson  
Brandon & Chelsie Kopacek 

Jeremy & Andria Krakow    
Philip & Michelle Marcus    
Mick & Heather Moyer 

Cheryl Niss 
Tom & Tracy Ost  

Seth & Allison Pollock     
Todd & Audrey Raap 

Debra Rodelius 
Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 
Gordon & Deloris Steffen 

Wilfred Wenberg          
Ted Wurm 

 
 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 



        

 

JOIN THE QUILTERS on Monday’s at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are 
welcome! Squares can be found on the rack in the kitchen if you prefer to sew at 
home. 

 

IT’S TIME FOR BINGO! Join us Friday evening on February 18th. A light 
supper will be served at 6:00 pm with Bingo to follow at 6:30. If you have 
new items to donate for Bingo, please drop them off in the church office.  
 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT for your Year End Giving Statements. They will be placed in 
your church mailbox by January 31st. Contact Chris in the church office if you have 
any questions. 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to sew quilt squares together for the 2022 Seniors. If 
interested, contact Cassie. 

 FEBRUARY 2022  
 WORSHIP SERVICES CAN BE HEARD IN THE PARKING LOT ON 

SUNDAYS BY TUNING TO FM STATION 101.9. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Feb 6  
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

 
Steve Lueders 

 
Andrew Sandau 

 
? 

Feb 13 
 8:00 AM 
10:30 AM 

 
Dave Runke 

Brandon Kopacek 

 
Melanie Rhoda 

Abby Behl 
Feb 20 

8:00 AM 
Communion 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen 

 
Brandon Kopacek 

 
Wyatt Dahline 

 
Tangh Conklin 

Feb 27 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

Steve Lueders 

 
? 

Emma Reznecheck 
 

USHERS     
   8:00 AM  *Tim Pollock, Mike Gratz 
 10:30 AM  *Darrell Hoekstra, John Behl           
                   (*Head Usher) 

 

LIBRARY  
Anita Petersen   

  

  

I heard a seminary professor once suggest that Jesus prayed the Psalms when 
He was on the cross.  If you do not know where to begin this process, may I 
suggest something for the month of February?  Every morning read the first 
verse of one chapter in the Psalms.  Let that verse soak in through the day, 
think of what the author was going through when he wrote in down and why 
it is in the scriptures.  See how many days in this month the Lord guides you 
with this approach and then we will have an opportunity to share with others 
what we have experienced.                                                               Pastor Matt 
 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way  

of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord,  
and on his law he meditates day and night. Psalm 1:1-2 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

FOR ALL GENERATIONS  
Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them proclaim your power. 

Psalm 145:4 
 

This past week I was at the national conference of DCE’s, which is always a good time 
for catching up with old friends but also a time of learning from speakers and other 
DCEs. On Saturday as I was driving home from the airport, I heard on the radio the news 
of the underwater volcano eruption off the coast of Tonga that triggered Tsunami 
warnings and evacuations in Tonga and as far as Japan.  It was a very vivid reminder of 
something one of the speakers had talked about that week.  
 

On the northeast coastline of Japan, you can find 
large rocks scattered with inscriptions on them. 
These so-called rocks are called Tsunami stones. A 
reminder to future generations of the impact of 2 
separate Tsunami that impacted one generation. 
Deadly and very destructive Tsunamis struck the 
coast of Japan in 1896 and 1933 in the span of 40 
years communities suffered complete destruction. 
In an effort to prevent future destruction a 



generation left markers in the form of these stones to warn future generations to not 
build their dwellings below the point of these stones. The warning inscription on the 
stone pictured states "High dwellings are the peace and harmony of our descendants. 
Remember the calamity of the great tsunamis. Do not build any homes below this point." 
 

These Tsunami stones remind me a lot of the 12 stones Joshua had the leaders of Israel 
post along the river Jordan as a reminder of God’s promised fulfillment to bring his 
people into the promised land. Like the Tsunami stones, they too were meant as a 
reminder to future generations of the great acts God had accomplished for his 
people.  Now you are probably wondering, what does all of this have to do with me. 
 

Both the Tsunami and the 12 stones from Joshua allow us to reflect on what stones we 
are leaving behind. As speaker Andrew McPeak said last week to a room full of ministry 
leaders, what are your congregations doing “to prepare Generation  Z for the challenges 
they will face?” 
 

How do we do this or what are we doing? I believe it starts with something as small as 
making connections with those generations that are younger than yourself. It doesn’t 
have to be Generation Z. What if we were to invite a younger generation to walk 
alongside us as we serve our community, wrestle with important life skills or even 
connect with another generation who is older and wiser than yourself. What would it 
look like if we made an effort to prepare future generations as they face life on their 
own, work through tough life questions, get married, or even have children? These are 
all things many of you have already experienced. What a great opportunity to share 
lessons, warnings, or encouragement with another generation.  
 

Walking alongside Christ in all things.  
Cassie Drenkow, DCE  
 
 

THANK YOU for the kindness shown to our mom during her illness and for 
your expression of sympathy at the time of her passing.  We thank you all for the 
support and for your thoughts and prayers. The family of Bonnie Rhoda 
Deb, Karen, Janet, Sarah and families 

 

NEWSLETTERS Please consider having your newsletter placed in your church 
mailbox or emailed to you. With postage rates constantly on the rise, we can 
save on postage/paper. Please contact Lori in the church office.  

 
 

 

 

REDEEMER POTLUCK’S Let’s get together on the third Sunday of each month with a 
potluck meal. Join us on February 20th at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish 
to pass! 

 

FEBRUARY YOUTH NIGHTS 
 

OLD FASHIONED VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY on Sunday, February 
13th from 6:30-8:00 pm. Bring a decorated box or bag and 12-15 
Valentines to share with the group. There will be a contest for the 
best-decorated box or bag along with some other fun themed 
activities and devotion. 

 

INDOOR MINI GOLF NIGHT on Sunday, February 27th from 6:30–8:00 
pm. Come join us for a night of Mini Golf around the church building. 
Host a hole - construct a hole for your fellow youth members to 
complete. Contact Cassie for details.  

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR 2022 OFFERING 
ENVELOPES FROM YOUR MAILBOX. 

6TH-12TH GRADE YOUTH will be serving the meal on Ash Wednesday with a 
Baked Potato Bar. Families are asked to bring a pan of bars or dozen cookies. 
Middle school families (6-8 Grade) are asked to bring a bag of shredded cheese 
and high school families (9-12 Grade) are asked to bring a container of sour cream.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For February we will be collecting “Hygiene Products” for our 
troops. Eye Drops, Lip Balm, Saline Nasal Spray, Disposable Razors, Foot Powder, Multi-
Vitamins, Vitamin C, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Sunglasses. Please place donated 
items in box located in the narthex. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS forms can be found in the narthex. Please complete your request 
and drop in the prayer request box in the narthex or either offering box as you enter or 
exit the sanctuary. You can also contact us by phone, email, text, or online.    
 
SHOES/BOOTS  Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church, 
along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and place them in the shoe 
box located in the narthex.  They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit 
the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world. For more information 
on Lutheran Island Camp go to islandcamp.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS will be Sunday, January 31st at both services. If you are 
presently serving on a board or new to a board this year, please come forward during 
the appointed time in the service. 

SUN ATTEND COMM S. S. ADULT PRIVATE 
Jan 2  92 83 - -  
Jan 9  173  12 34  

Jan 16 159 123 6 42  
Jan 23      
Jan 30      

TOTALS 424 206 18 76 26 

Out by death:  LaVonne Rhoda 
Out by transfer:  Dan & Phyllis Monson 

REDEEMER GIFT CARDS! 
Order gift cards any time of the year! A percentage goes towards a 
Preschoolers tuition, to a Redeemer Youths account, or to our General 
Education. The percentage listed is what the church receives back in 
rebates.  Forms are located in the church office or the narthex! Deadline 
for this month is Monday, February 14th. 
 

BE BRAVE, LITTLE ONE 
 

The author of this book was introduced to us at Concordia University’s Early 
Childhood Conference a few years ago.  Many of Marianne Richmonds book deal 
with social/emotional development.  This book focuses on Courage and Believing in 
yourself.  This may seem like an individual pursuit more than a team pursuit but if 
one teammate gives up too easily it can bring down the whole group.  I also believe 
this theme pertains more to MOM and DAD and any CAREGIVERS.  Sometimes the 
team surrounding the child needs a reminder to stop helping so much.  A little 
struggle is good for growth. 
The following are a few excerpts from this book: 
“Be brave to STEP UP and try something new.”  Those first-borns seem to have the 
hardest time with this.  We still tell Liz (our oldest) that she would not have been 
involved in theatre if we hadn’t “nudged her strongly” to stay in her first play at 5. 
“Be brave to STEP OUT when it isn’t for you.”  I do think we forget this part sometimes.  
I am a strong believer in giving something a good try and recognizing when it is not 
going to work is not always easy.  Our youngest, Sarah, Stepped out of her sister’s 
shoes and gave up softball.  She moved to track and is now on the Concordia St. 
Paul throwing team- good move for her! 
“Be Brave to MESS UP before you RETRY.”  Try, Try again. Isn’t that the motto of some 
famous inventors?  In order to find the right solution, mistakes have to be made first 
so improvements happen.  Soooo hard to teach and practice at this young age but 
one of the most important things to do.  This is where Resilience comes from!!  And 
this next phrase goes along with all of this. 
“Be brave to KEEP GOING when going is tough.” 
“Be brave to BELIEVE in what you can’t see- with the ups and the downs that are all 
meant to be.”  THIS is what really keeps us going- our FAITH.  God is there through 
our ups and downs.  In our world it can take a lot of courage to hold on to what we 
believe.  A little child simply believes without all the extra doubts and questions we 
adults throw in there.  To a child, God just IS.  Be brave and embrace your faith 
without the complications! 
 

Our Team (village) is so much better when each individual is stronger! 
 
Rachel Jeppesen, Redeemer Preschool Director 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR LENT! 

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. 

Worship is at 6:00 pm. 

Supper served afterwards at 6:30 pm. 

Confirmation will be held in the gym at 6:50 pm starting March 9th. 

Boards or groups of people may sign up to serve a Lenten meal.  

See sign-up sheet on church office window. 

 

GENTLEMEN, If you have ever served in the capacity of an elder, 
or would like to be of help in this field please see Pastor Matt.  A 
green three ring binder will be on the secretary's desk on Sunday 
morning, please consider serving in this way to allow the worship 
services to continue.  We will need men to prepare the sanctuary 
for worship and to aid in the distribution of the Lord's 
Supper.  Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES - 9:15 am 
 

Dave Danzeisen will continue “Bible 101”  
in the Trinity Room.  

 

Pastor Matt invites all high school students to join him in the conference 
room for a six-week study of Pastor Halbert’s “Unexplained” series. 

 

Pastor Baumgarn will have a ten-lesson course called “I Have Good News 
for You” in the Fellowship Hall for teen and adults exploring the Gospel. 

 

 
 


