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My family and I recently went on a trip to northeast Iowa.  Our 
goal was to hike the Effigy Mound National Park, a place that is a 
collection of resting places for Native Americans who lived in the 
area some time ago.  These mounds came in different shapes, 
from the normal round form to the more interesting animal 
structures.  The bear and bird shapes showed a connection with 
the earth and the creatures that lived in that area. 

The trip to this national park was not my first time to be in this location.  I grew up in central 
Iowa and I had been to see this place multiple times.  I still have memories of these trips and 
how beautiful the Mississippi River valley was then, and I had high hopes for this trip.  I had 
waited years to take this trip and revisit the same paths I had trodden over three decades ago.  As 
we packed the car and headed for our destination, there was a younger version of me that was 
excited to reconnect with something from my past. 

The day we were able to spend at the national park did not disappoint.  The mounds that I 
remember were still undisturbed and exactly where they have been for centuries.  When I had 
last seen them, they had chalk outlining the figures, but now all that had disappeared.  The steep 
climb was still as fun as it was when I was younger, and the other parts of the trails had been 
respectfully maintained.  The views were worth the wait, the river valley was in full autumn 
bloom.  It was an amazing display of fall colors for miles and miles, providing a background for 
picture after picture.  The scenery of that area of Iowa was perfect, what I was hoping to see in 
the years leading up to the trip was exactly what I saw when I was there in person. 

This trip was a reminder of the changing of the different seasons.  When we left Willmar, I had 
seen many of the trees void of leaves that had once defined their structure.  The trees in Iowa 
were just beginning to lose their leaves, starting a collection on the mounds that contained 
residence who had died.  There were dozens of mounds in that park, with an untold number of 
bodies that had been laid to rest.  As I was walking the path back to the car, I could not help but 
think that the mounds contained the remains of people who died without hearing the message 
of the Gospel.  This topic is a struggle for young people exploring the message of grace through 
faith, and it is not something that is a stranger to my own thoughts.  I often remember the 
promises made by God to those in the Old Testament and I do not have a reason to doubt that 
God is faithful until the end. 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
   

 
NOVEMBER 

Renee Jorschumb – 320-235-5451 
Mary Mikkelsen – 320-995-6273 

 
Geoff & Anna Barber 
Mike & Pat Botzek 

Brian & Tessa Erdelt 
John Gulden 
Norm Imme 
Ann Johnson 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Lorraine King 
Nancy Koepp 
Donna Luck 

Steve & Paula Lueders 
Mike & Mary Mikkelsen 

Linda Mogard 
Randy Mogard 

Kris Nelson-Jensen 
Arnold & Lovina Obiedo 

Ruth Rieger 
Brenda Schanbachler 

Mark & Brooke Sellmann 
Beau & Yvonne Standfuss 

Todd & Michelle Thorstad 
Eric & Sherilyn Wanner 

 
DECEMBER 

Beth Corti – 320-231-1907 
 
 
 

Bob & Doris Ast 
Elloyd & Janice Bartel 

Deb Bremseth 
Neil & Marlene Buboltz 
Rev. Matt & Kim Canion 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Ron & Dee Erpelding 
Ryan & Sarah Fosso 

Ronda Hunt 
Joel & Sharon Jergenson 

Doug & Renee Jorschumb 
Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Dave & Anita Maras 

Mike & Mary Mikkelsen 
Bob & Lila Rekedal 

Lori Schroeder 
Kim & Deb Setrum 

Stan & Sharon Skaro 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 



        

 
 

JOIN THE QUILTERS on Mondays at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. You’re a quilter if 
you know how to tie a knot! There are also squares on the rack in the kitchen to be 
taken home to sew. Any help would be appreciated! 
 

IRAs, 401(k)s, 403(b)s, RMDs… lots of letters and lots of acronyms! But, did you know 
that these acronyms can become one of the very best gifts to Redeemer Lutheran 
Church? The IRA rollover provision allows those age 70 ½ to make gifts directly from 
their IRAs to their chosen charities. Making an IRA rollover, as opposed to a normal 
charitable gift, satisfies your required minimum distribution (RMD) and you’re able to 
transfer up to $100,000 annually without first having to recognize the distribution as 
income. Interested in making a gift? Contact your IRA account administrator and/or tax 
professional to discuss the options available. 

 NOVEMBER 2021  
 WORSHIP SERVICES CAN BE HEARD IN THE PARKING LOT ON 

SUNDAYS BY TUNING TO FM STATION 101.9. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Nov 7 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Doug Jorschumb 

 
Wayne Dahlke, Leon Schultz 

 
Aliyah Lingbeek 

 
Tangh Conklin 

Nov 14 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

Leon Schultz 

 
Brayden Schroeder 
Emma Reznecheck 

Nov 21 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Dave Runke 

 
Wayne Dahlke, Steve Lueders 

 
Melanie Rhoda 

 
Devyn Frank 

Nov 25 
10:00 AM 

  
Julia Moyer 

Nov 28  
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Matt Akerson 

Brandon Kopacek 

 
Isaac Marcus 

Mason McChesney 

USHERS     
       8:00 AM Luther Dykema, Stan Skaro, Bob & Lila Rekedal 
     10:30 AM Doug & Renee Jorschumb, Brad Marcus 

LIBRARY  
Lorraine King 

  

On the way back to Willmar I wanted to make one stop before the trip was done.  In one of my 
home visits last month, I learned that one of our members was from the northeast side of 
Iowa.  He told me the location of the church where his parents were buried.  My family and I 
found the church right where Google said it was, and the cemetery was located on the south 
side of the grounds.  I went through the entire cemetery looking for one name on a 
headstone.  After searching the entire place, I finally found it when I had lost hope that it was 
there. 

As I write this to you the lightbulb has turned in my head.  In one day, I had visited two different 
cemeteries with very different outlooks.  The mounds along the river did not contain a word 
about where the residence had gone.  There was nothing spoken about what the afterlife held.  It 
might have been a beautiful place to visit, but there wasn’t a certainty for a hope for a future.  The 
church cemetery contained numerous headstones with scripture passages, there was a message 
that death was not the end of life. 

Death is all around us this day, it is not something that will pause for anyone.  Death is not 
something that will slow down for the next election or takes sides in the political arena.  Until 
the Lord comes to claim His creation on the final day death will be something we cannot 
avoid.  The difference is what the Gospel brings to us; we have a hope for our future that is 
rooted in what Christ has done for us.  The place where our body is laid to rest is not our final 
chapter, heaven is a gift given by God Himself.  Our bodies will be transformed to be like His 
and we will leave this life of decay.  Until that day comes, may we once again realize the 
importance of the Gospel.  There will be many more mounds where our bodies will be laid, but 
there is only one Gospel that will change where that body will spend eternity.           Pastor Matt 

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not 
to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death 
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always 
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. (2 Corinthians 4:7-12) 

 
 

POTLUCK MEAL    
NOVEMBER 21ST  

11:30 IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

NEXT THANKSGIVING 
PLANNING MEETING 

NOVEMBER 14TH AT 11:30 AM 



Dear Redeemer Sunday School Parents, 
 

Our ADVENT-ure school dates are set for December 8th & 15th.  The schedule for ADVENT-
ure  School will be as follows: 

7:00 PM 
Family Devotions in Gym 

7:10 - 8:00 PM 
3rd-7th Grade Classes ADVENT-URE School Projects in Gym and Fellowship Hall Area. 

Preschool – 1st Grade Activities in Preschool 3 Room 
 
 
PRESCHOOL-1ST GRADERS: Advent Activities There will be ADVENT activity that goes 
along with the devotion. ***PARENTS or GRANDPARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY 
AND HELP THEIR CHILDREN. 

 

3RD – 7TH GRADERS Each year your child will work on a part of their Nativity from Stable to 
pieces.  The stables will not be available on the first night to work on. If you break one of your 
pieces, chip it, etc. a new piece can be purchased for $1.00 each. ***PARENTS or 
GRANDPARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO STAY AND HELP THEIR CHILDREN. 

 
3rd Grade  
Stable  
Cross Ornament 

 
 
 
 
 

4th Grade 
Mary  
Joseph 
Baby Jesus 
Cow 
Donkey 
Holy Family  
   Ornament 

5th Grade 
Angel 
Camel 
Shepherd 
2 Sheep 
Angel Ornament 
 
 

6-7th Grade 
3 Wisemen 
2 Camels 
Wisemen 
  Ornament 
 
 
 

 
Cost to participate in ADVENT-ure School 1st-7th grade activities is $6.00 per Student. Please 
check which set(s) you will be doing this year. If you have missed some in the past, you may 
make them up, additional makeup or replacement pieces cost a $1 per piece.  
 
Please sign up by November 21 so we can have the correct number of materials available. If 
you are new to Redeemer and would like to “catch up” on your pieces, you may sign up to do 
more than your “assigned” year of pieces. We will help you get caught up! We will not have a lot 
of extra sets on hand, so we do need to know by November 21 if you would like to do them. 
Please contact church office if you have any questions. 
 
Sign up online at www.redeemerwillmar.org/ministries/children    
 

Join us for Art Night on November 30th from 5:00-7:30 pm. 

SCRIP ORDERS are due Monday, November 8th. Forms can be found in the wooden 
rack in the narthex or in the church office. Buying “Scrip” helps support our Preschool 
and Education ministries. 
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For November we will be collecting “Hygiene Products”: Eye 
Drops, Lip Balm, Saline Nasal Spray, Disposable Razors, Foot Powder, Multi-Vitamins, 
Vitamin C, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Sunglasses. Please place donated items in box 
located in the narthex. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS forms can be found in the narthex. Please complete your request 
and drop in the prayer request box in the narthex or either offering box as you enter or 
exit the sanctuary. You can also contact us by phone, email, text, or online.    
 

SHOES/BOOTS  Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church, 
along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and place them in the shoe 
box located in the narthex.  They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit 
the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world. 

 
 

REDEEMER POTLUCK’S 
Let’s get together on the third 

Sunday of each month with  
a potluck meal in the  

Fellowship Hall. 
November 21st at 11:30 am. 

Bring a dish to pass! 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTERS Please consider having your newsletter placed in your church 
mailbox or emailed to you. With postage rates constantly on the rise, we can 
save on postage/paper. Please contact Lori in the church office.  

 
KRUSE HONEY FOR SALE in the Preschool office. Quart size 
only for $15. Proceeds go to the Preschool Scholarship Fund. 
Contact Rachel to pick yours up! 

SUN ATTEND COMM S. S. PRIVATE 
Oct 3 158 139 12  

Oct 10 204  8  
Oct 17 167 137 15  
Oct 24 161  9  
Oct 31     

TOTALS 690 276 44 7 
In by transfer: Joanna Jerzak               
Out by transfer: Joseph, Michele & Dani Steffen 
Out by release: Rick & Sally Kloth; Jaimee Scobic, Dasan 
& Eryn Sasse; Katherine, Gaborick & Maddox Bolstad 
Out by death: Marlin Niss 



JOIN LWML TODAY! Any woman age 18 and older is welcome to join the LWML 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary League). We support mission work locally and around 
the world. Cost is $15.00 for the year, plus you will receive a copy of the Women’s 
Quarterly four times a year. Current members, please check your mailbox for your 
renewal notice. Please give dues to Amy Boeschen and make payable to “Redeemer 
LWML” no later than November 7th. All mites can be brought to the church office. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    

REDEEMER GIFT CARDS! 
 

Gift cards aren’t just for gifts, they can 
also be for yourself! A percentage 

goes towards a Preschoolers tuition, 
to a Redeemer Youths account, or to 

our General Education. The 
percentage listed is what the church 
receives back in rebates.  Forms are 
located in the church office or the 

narthex!!! Deadline for this month is  
Monday, November 8th. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 

If you enjoy decorating, 
join us on November 27th  
at 9 am to help decorate 

the church for the 
Christmas season! 

ARISE AND SHINE!  
The Redeemer children’s Christmas 

program will be presented in 3 parts 
during our Wednesday night Advent 
services this year. The Sunday school 
kids will share with the congregation 

about God's Rising, Reflected, and 
Eternal Light. Parents, we ask that you 
please let us know if your child will be 

participating in the program by 
November 14th.  

 

REMEMBER! 
 SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7TH 

 
 

 
Participant Registration Form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent or Guardian Name __________________________________       
Email __________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone ___________________________________________ 

 
Child One _______________________________________________ 
Child Two _______________________________________________ 
Child Three ______________________________________________ 
Child Four _______________________________________________ 
Child Five _______________________________________________ 
 

Pre K-1st 3rd Grade      4th Grade  5th Grade      6-7th Grade 
Advent  Stable       Mary  Angel       3 Wisemen 
  Activities Cross Orn.      Joseph  Camel       2 Camels 
                Baby Jesus Shepherd      Wisemen Orn. 
         Cow  2 Sheep 
         Donkey  Angel Orn. 
          Holy Family Orn. 

Please return this form with payment no later than Sunday, November 
21, 2021 to the church office. Make checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran 
Church memo ADVENT-ure School. Please list the number participants in 
each grade level participating. 
 



PRESCHOOL 
 

Practice Makes Perfect- or better at least!  This was our chapel theme for Grandparent’s Day.  
Practice is a huge component of teamwork.  Not only so the team learns to work together but 
also for the individuals to improve skills. 
I thought this was a fitting theme for Grandparent’s Day.  It sometimes takes another parent that 
has raised children to help new parents realize what a child is capable of learning.  I know I had 
that help. My first-born was propped up by my sister at just a few months with the declaration 
she was old enough to start sitting up on her own.  I had no idea that was possible yet.  And 
with practice – and a few pillows at first- Liz loved sitting up to see the world.  And the learning 
went on from there. 
I now offer those tidbits of advice to parents of our preschoolers- especially the first-borns.  Yes, 
they are ready to zip up their coats and dress themselves- and no, a matching outfit is not a 
requirement for us!  As teachers the word practice is used quite often daily with these kiddos.  
The more you try the easier it gets.  Does this require a lot of patience on every level?  You bet 
but it is so necessary.   
What a better team we have when everyone moves forward in skill learning- the Team gets 
outside much faster when we all learn to zip our coats.  Some may think that is not the case- it 
is faster to just zip coats for them.  Yes, at first.  But as more on the team learn the faster the 
whole process goes, and the teacher (parent) is able to get themselves ready at the same time.  
Voila!  Everyone is ready in less than 5 minutes and the teacher (parent) is not frazzled- 
Teamwork!! 
Taking the time to teach and allow for practice is a huge component of building a better team.   
Thank you to those who have gone before us and are willing to impart their wisdom and grant 
us patience to learn.                                                               Rachel Jeppesen, Preschool Director 
 

FAMILY ART NIGHT & A MAGIC SHOW   
A night of creativity, Magic, Humor and Fun. Bring your family  
and friends of All Ages. Enjoy supper and a food art snack  
     A ThankFul Heart- at 5:30pm 
An interactive show featuring magic and humor that teaches  
about having an attitude of gratitude. By educational 
entertainer, Brian Richards. 
Where:  Redeemer Lutheran Preschool, 1401 6th St SW Willmar 
When: Tues, Nov 30, 5-7:30 pm. Work on projects before and after the show. 

WORSHIP SERVICES & EVENTS: 
November 24 – 3 pm Meal Prep (No Thanksgiving Eve Service) 

November 25 – Thanksgiving Day Worship – 10 am 
Thanksgiving Meal – 11 am-1 pm 

December 1, 8 & 15 – Advent Worship 6 pm & Meal 6:30 pm 
December 8 & 15 – ADVENTure School 7 pm 

December 16 – Preschool Christmas Service – 6 pm 
December 24 – Christmas Eve – 4 & 6 pm (candlelight service at 6 pm only) 

December 25 – Christmas Day (No worship service)      
December 26 – 10 am only 

 

 
GRANDPARENTS DAY was a busy time as students and 
Grandparents worked on making cat toys, dog treats and pet 
blankets for Hawk Creek Animal Shelter. In Chapel we were 
reminded that we are all on the same Team with God as our 
coach leading us. Then they were all off to shop for United 
Community Action Partnership- an agency that works with 
displaced families.  This is always such a meaningful project for 
the kids and grandparents  
to do together. 
 

 



 

 
 



WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO SHARE YOUR NATIVITIES?  Whether your nativity is a 
collectable, one that a child plays with, one that is in a snow globe, one that is a 
Christmas tree ornament, one that you made, a brand new one -- whatever the case 
may be, we would appreciate it if you would share your nativities -- whether it is one or 
ten!!!   You may bring them to the gym (USE THE GYM DOOR) on Friday evening, 
December 3, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. or on Saturday, December 4, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.   
We will be displaying them and they will be available for viewing on Sunday, December 
5, at our Nativi "tea".   Thank You in advance for sharing your nativities with us. 

DO YOU LIKE TO DECORATE TABLES?   If so, please consider decorating a table for 
our Nativi "tea" that will be held on December 5 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Please contact Deb 
Bremseth, Kelly Fernandez, Kim Canion, or Briana Jensen if you would be willing to 
decorate a table. 
 
 

Nativi "tea" 
Sunday, December 5 

 
Join us for a fun afternoon! 

 
From 3:00-4:00 p.m. you may view the nativity sets  
while listening to some of our wonderful musicians 

 
From 4:00-5:00 p.m. we will sit down to the beautifully decorated tables.   

There will be a special program, along with dessert. 
 

Please stop in the office and pick up a ticket (free of charge) for the event 
BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

(we need to order our dessert by that date) 
 

We welcome EVERYONE! Men, women, young, & old!  
 
 

THANKSGIVING MEAL NEEDS: 
 50+ containers of Cool Whip starting November 21st. 
 Use of coolers for Thanksgiving Day to be dropped off by November 22nd 

with name and phone number on the cooler. 
 Volunteers to sign up online to work by November 23rd. 


