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Does it ever seem like the more we want our lives to return 
to a sense of normalcy the more life shifts again?  We would 
like to be able to breathe again and not be hindered by so 
many things at once.  Schools are starting again even 
though there is uncertainty over what will happen in the 
future.  Teachers and students are already stressed as the academic year has just 
started.  Shops and businesses around town have changed their policies multiple 
times.  The construction on first street has added a new stress on everyone trying to 
navigate the blinking red lights.  
 

The stress of September has been amplified this year, and it is being felt by many.  I 
have heard it from people in the church and those working in the businesses in 
Willmar.  The stress is something that is very real, having to go through things that 
are not something we can change or control.  We may feel that some of the joys of 
life have been removed and there is a void where routine once was.  We may be able 
to sleep better at night if we knew what was going to happen next. 
 

Where is Redeemer going from this day on into the future?  While there are changes 
in everyone’s lives, the life of the church needs to move forward.  The church was 
designed to be together, and the last year has seen us go through phases.  It is my 
hope that we have learned from what we have been through.  If we would like to 
add more services to a Sunday morning to accommodate different worship settings 
we now have a better understanding of how to do this.  We have seen that we can 
work with greater flexibility and still be together. 
 

I am writing this article to the congregation to inform you of what will be happening 
in September and beyond.  On Sunday mornings, you are invited to join a small 
group.  Each group will have a different dynamic and aim in its purpose of being in 
the same room.  Some groups will study a book of the Bible more in depth, and 
others will discuss issues that are affected by current event.  We will try to conclude 
each of these groups every two months so that we can start new topics.  These 
groups will meet in the classrooms on the West side of the education wing, the 
Trinity room to the Youth room. 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
   

SEPTEMBER 
Dee Erpelding – 320-235-0788 
Ronda Hunt – 320-235-1621 

 
Rob & Jan Baker       

Myron & Myra Behm   
Katherine Bolstad       

Scott Bolstad          
 David & Susan Chase 
Ron & Dee Erpelding          

Travis & Christine Foster 
Jim & Marcia Gilman            

Paulette Hentz             
Ronda Hunt                   

Ron & Colleen Kassel    
Joy Landin              

Glen Lotthammer           
Larry & Helga Miller        
Matt & Jodie Nelson   

Anita Petersen         
Linda Rhoades                       

Steve & Melanie Schultz 
Jaimee Scoblic         

Dan & Susan Spieker 
Todd & Kim Swartz    
LaVonne Van Zee 
Marilyn Worke       

 
 

OCTOBER 
Kim Canion – 586-707-1198 

Darla Kimpling – 320-979-7610 
 

Jerome & Kristine Bengtson 
William & Pamela Borcherdt 

Julie Bush 
Rev. Matt & Kim Canion 

Mike Christensen 
Sergio & Kelly Fernandez 

Lavonne Gast 
Tyler & Michelle Hanson 

Brian Heveron 
Frank & Carmelina Johannes 

Jeff & Darla Kimpling 
Joanne Koep 

Ray & Linda Landin 
Cindy Lubenow 

Gary & Nila Mogard 
Jennifer Rasanen 

Bonnie Rhoda 
Christy Ruegge 

Dan & Michelle Schanus 
Mel Schwartz 

Amy Uken 
 Dick Zetah 

 
 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 



        

 

LWML MITES may be brought to the church office any time. 
 

THE QUILTERS will be meeting this year! Join them on Monday, September 
13th at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. You’re a quilter if you know how to tie 
a knot! 
 

FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PLANET 
September 19th 

Dr Fung will lead worship in English and Hmong. 
Hear how new churches are started in SE Asia at 9:15 am. 

Explore the story of our sister church in Laos. 
Connect with the Hmong people living out their faith. 

 SEPTEMBER 2021  
JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER AND 

TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Sept 5 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt, Dave Danzeisen 

 
Wayne Dahlke, Brandon Kopacek 

 
Colton Dahline 

 
Jackson Berghuis 

Sept 12 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Matt Akerson 
Steve Lueders 

 
Isaac Marcus 

Dwayne Spaulding 
Sept 19 

8:00 AM 
Communion 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Dave Runke 

 
Steve Lueders, Wayne Dahlke 

 
Wyatt Dahline 

 
Chelsea Lopez 

Sept 26 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Dave Danzeisen 

Brandon Kopacek 

 
Andrew Sandau 
Evan Petersen 

   

USHERS     
          8:00 AM  Rolf & Joyce Standfuss  
        10:30 AM   

LIBRARY  
Michelle Marcus 

  

Fall in Minnesota means colder temperatures are around the corner.  The worship 
service that has been held outside all this summer cannot keep going when the 
thermometer dips below freezing.  A decision has been made to incorporate the late 
service with the outdoor worship service.  We will use parts of each style at the 10:30 
worship service.  The late service on September 12th will be hosted outside, on the 
north side of the church buildings.  After this service we will all have an opportunity 
to eat lunch that will be provided. 
 

The entire congregation is encouraged to be present on September 19th as 
Redeemer will be led in worship by the Rev. Dr. Fungchatou Lo.  Pastor Fung has been 
serving in the Twin Cities during the shutdowns but has a heart to return to Thailand 
to continue to train pastors in the Hmong community.  He was responsible for 
connecting Redeemer with Pastor Cheng in Laos.  It is our hope that during the Family 
Connect Hour (small groups will not be held that morning) Pastor Fung will instruct 
us as to the correct pronunciation of Pastor Cheng’s name.  We would like to know 
why he chose that congregation as our prayer partner.  (Did you know that there is a 
spike in the number of people watching our Sunday morning internet service in the 
Southeast Asia area since we entered into prayer with this sister church in 
Laos?)  Pastor Fung can let us know more about this congregation and how we can 
specifically pray for this small congregation.  A potluck will follow the late service, 
giving us more time to spend together that day. 
 

While the rest of the community was trying to make sense of the COVID virus, 
Redeemer Lutheran took action to serve our city.  We served 1,020 meals on 
Thanksgiving Day in 2020 in three hours, our neighbors found hope during a time of 
concern.  We have that same opportunity to serve again this year.  The first meeting 
for our Thanksgiving meal will be September 26th, after the late service. 
 
Pastor Matt 
  
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  
Romans 15:1-2 

 
 
 



READY TO LAUNCH - ROAD WORK AHEAD 
 

Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as something done for the Lord and not for people. 
Colossians 3:23 

 

Did you take a road trip this summer? I love road trips you get the car all packed and 
gassed up and set out to launch on the road only to get 10 miles down the highway 
and see the big orange signs and cones we all dread. Road construction ahead. 
Suddenly your plan to be somewhere at an apportioned time is thwarted by the long 
line of traffic navigating the construction.   
 
That is kinda how I felt the last year in regards to planning for ministry items here at 
Redeemer. Everything’s ready to go and suddenly a roadblock gets in the way and 
we have to detour around.  
 
Detouring may be a pain, both in driving and planning but sometimes allows us to 
see the road from a different perspective. Seeing the road from a different 
perspective this past year I believe has allowed myself and the Board of Ed members 
to reevaluate how we are reaching and connecting with kids and parents, which fits 
into our theme for September, Ready to Launch.  
 
As we prepare to LAUNCH back into our Sunday morning family education hour 
activities, we will be taking a look at the story of Nehemiah and how his initiative 
helped God’s people put back the city of Jerusalem after being in exile. Our theme 
for this month’s initiative- seeing what needs to be done and doing it.  Nehemiah 
knew that in order to protect God’s people in Jerusalem they needed to reconstruct 
the wall that had been destroyed. We will learn Nehemiah handled different 
obstacles that came up and still trusted God to work through the challenges set 
before him.  
 
As we launch into a new season, we know that there will be some roadblocks and 
detours we may have to navigate but know with God’s help we can have a great year 
ahead. We invite your family to participate with us this fall.  
 
Cassie Drenkow  
Director of Christian Education  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************************************* 

 
WHIRLYBALL EVENT!!! Bumper Cars, 
Basketball & Lacrosse in one Saturday, 
September 25th, from 10:30 am - 3:00 
pm. Meet at church and we will carpool 
to WhirlyBall in Maple Grove. Please 
wear your blue Redeemer Shirt and 
bring extra money for lunch or other 
activities on site. Laser tag $14 or 
Escape Room $30. Sign-up on the youth 
page of the Redeemer website. 

 
8TH-12TH GRADERS, there is still time to sign up for the National Youth Gathering 
in Houston on July 9-13, 2022. Early Bird registration is open until October 1st for 
$145 deposit. After October 1st, price increases on deposit. 

 

7TH-12TH GRADE YOUTH If you are looking for Service Hours for school or to get 
a jump start on service hours for the 2022 Gathering, we have some projects in the 
office for Education & Youth ministry. Please contact Cassie in the office for more 
details. 

Redeemer Family Reunion 
Sunday September 12, 2021 

8:00 am Worship 
9:15 Family Education Hour 

Sunday school 3yrs-5th Grade 
6-8th Grade Bible Study 

High School-Adult Small Groups 
10:30 Outdoor Worship – Backlot 

11:30 Burger Grill Out & Activities 
Inflatable & Games for Kids 



IT’S TIME TO RECONNECT! 
Sunday Morning Small Groups starting September 12th at 9:15 am. 

BOOK OF JOSHUA 
This Concordia Publishing House study will broaden your understanding of this book.  This 
group will take an in depth look at leadership and following God found in the events after 
the death of Moses.  Come and hear how this leader of Israel pointed to the savior. 

BIBLE 101 
This group will lightly touch the events of the Old Testament as the building blocks of the 
New Testament.  If you are new to the stories of the Bible, or if you have known them and 
want to refresh your memory, come to this group and reconnect with others on this journey. 

BIBLE INTERSECTION 
How do we look at life when things happen in our lives and we do not know where to go 
with our thoughts?  This small group will use studies written by other Lutherans to explore 
how we struggle with faith in the middle of a world that has questions. 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP to have your picture taken for the new Redeemer photo directory. Go online 
to www.ucdir.com and click on Photography Appointment Scheduling Login, (available Mon-Fri 
only) enter (code: mn135 and password: photos). Please leave evening hours to working families. 
Sign-up sheets will be available on Sundays for those not having internet access. If you have 
multiple families and would like one big group picture, please schedule those times 
consecutively. Contact the church office if you have questions.   
 

SCRIP ORDERS are due Monday, September 13th. Forms can be found in the wooden rack in 
the narthex or in the church office. 
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! September collections will be previously viewed DVD’s (comedy and 
action), paperback novels, games-board games, car games, electronic hand-held games, 
crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place donated items in box located in the 
narthex.  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS forms can be found in the narthex. Please complete your request and drop 
in either offering box as you enter or exit the sanctuary. You can also contact us by phone, email, 
text, or online.    
 

SHOES/BOOTS  Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church, along with 
your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and place them in the shoe box located in the 
narthex.  They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit the camp, as well as people 
in other countries around the world. 
   

REDEEMER POTLUCK’S 
Let’s get together on the third 
Sunday of each month with a 

 potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.  
September 19th at 11:30 am.  

Bring a dish to pass! 
 

 

NEWSLETTERS Please consider having your newsletter placed in your church 
mailbox or emailed to you. With postage rates constantly on the rise, we can 
save on postage/paper. Please contact Lori in the church office.  

 

IT'S TIME FOR BINGO!  Join us on Friday, October 1st, for a fun 
evening of Bingo in the Fellowship Hall at Redeemer. We would 
appreciate your help with prizes. If you have any NEW items that 
you would like to donate for prizes, please drop them off in the 
office. A light supper will be served at 6:00 pm and Bingo will 
start at 6:30 pm.   

SAVE THE DATE Create and Craft Women's Crafting Retreat November 20, 2021 
at Robbins Island Four Season Shelter. Come out for a day of crafting! Bring your 
own project or take part in any of our 3 crafting sessions throughout the day. 
Crafting sessions will include Paint Therapy with Kraft Koop ceramics, Visual 
Faith Practices, and make n’ take Christmas Greens Pots.  

 

BEST PRACTICES FOR MINISTRY – FEBRUARY 17-19, 2022 – PHOENIX, AZ  This 
is a FREE conference for those who love the local church, the unchurched and the 
LCMS. This conference is open to pastors, church workers and lay people! It includes 
a variety of sessions, such as: leadership, children and youth ministry, discipleship, 
and engaging your community. Sign-up deadline is September 26th so contact 
Pastor Matt if you have questions. 
 

FIRST THANKSGIVING PLANNING MEETING All are invited after late service on 
September 26th. 

 

SUN ATTEND COMM PRIVATE 
Aug 1  159 143  
Aug 8   130   

Aug 15 135 114  
Aug 22 136   
Aug 29    
TOTALS 560 257 21   
Out by release: Ryan Schumacher                              



LET THERE BE MUSIC!! 
 

Choir, Handbells, and Praise Band will be starting again in September!  
 

PRAISE BAND will meet Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm in the balcony. If you enjoy 
singing or playing more contemporary Christian music, join us! Guitar, percussion, 
keyboard, and vocals are all needed. We are looking to form two teams to work in 
rotation as we lead the 10:30 worship on a weekly basis. 
 

HANDBELLS will meet Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm in the balcony starting Sept 
8th. (The exception is Advent and Lent. It is Tuesday nights at 5:30 during those 
seasons.) We always have room for ringers, and no experience is necessary. We have 
ringers who would love to help you get started! Our Wednesday night handbells are 
for people ages 7th grade and up. Occasionally there will be a junior handbell choir 
that meets for a few weeks during the year, then rings on a Sunday morning. Watch 
for more details on junior bells! 
 

CHOIR meets Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm in the balcony starting Sept 8th. If 
you love to sing, but don’t read music well, that’s ok! We have leaders in every section 
who can help you get started. The choir does a variety of 2-4 part anthems, and sings 
one Sunday a month, (usually) as well as special services during Christmas and Holy 
Week.  
 

There will also be opportunities for the children to sing throughout the year as well! 
Keep an eye out for more information! 
 

As always, there are times for solos, duets, and special music. It can be instrumental or 
vocal, and if you need an accompanist, we can find one for you!  
 

If you have any questions, or would like to join us, please e-mail Anna Barber at 
abarber@redeemerwillmar.org 
 

I will have music waiting for you!  
 

“O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, let us shout joyfully  
to the rock of our salvation!” Psalm 95:1 

 
 

 


