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On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried
Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from
house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. Those
who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Acts 8
Change happened in the early church. When Christ rose
from the dead it was a game changer. There was a
renewed sense of God being present in the lives of the
Jews. They remembered the stories of the past when God
went with Moses and personally led the people through
the desert journey. The same God who showed Himself in
a cloud/pillar of fire was the same personage who walked with the Disciples and died
on the cross. The people had seen amazing signs done through the Apostles on the
day of Pentecost and beyond.
This text from the book of Acts marks a change. We love to hear the story of what
God was doing in the early church, but there also was a reaction from the Jewish
leaders who did not want the message of Jesus Christ to be heard by anyone else in
Jerusalem. The Sanhedrin was deadly serious about hunting down these Christians
in their midst. Why would God stand by and watch the Jewish religious leaders cause
harm to the followers of Jesus who were giving up a great deal to share their
faith? Why didn’t God shield them from what was happening?
The first thought to my own question is from a perspective from history. What would
have happened if God would have kept the church comfortable and protected from
danger? By the year 69 AD, the city of Jerusalem was overrun by a large Roman
army. If the church had not expanded beyond Jerusalem by the time the Romans had
invaded it would have still been in the city. The Romans massacred the inhabitants
of Jerusalem when they took over the city, the early church may have been in that
number had they stayed. Instead, God scattered them.

SERVING GROUPS
We have monthly serving groups and if you’re not on
the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
MAY
Marlene Buboltz – 320-796-2352
Anita Maras – 320-235-5184
John & Michelle Behl
Lenora Bode
Neil & Marlene Buboltz
Matt & Liz Cordes
John Corti
Rev Robert Friedrich
Mike & Joy Gratz
Richard & Dianne Hanson
Darrell & Gail Hoekstra
Ron & Bonnie Jaspersen
Jason & Marlene Kubasch
Rod & Naomi Lindquist
Dave & Anita Maras
Mike & Lori Martinek
Terry & Cheryl Pankow
Dain & Angela Peterson
Lynn & Ranae Rahn
Matt & Alicia Runke
Rod & Denise Schroeder
Brandon & Jessica Smith
Gayne & Marvelle Stone
Roger & Darlene Swenson

JUNE
Doris Ast – 320-214-7016
Sharon Jergenson – 320-235-8278
Bob & Doris Ast
Gordon & Betty Behm
Vern & Sally Bierbaum
Norm Christensen
Lyle & Vera Ehrenberg
Jon & Jessica Friton
Brennen Gulden
Steven & Beverly Hanson
Dewayne Holthusen
Josh & Briana Jensen
Joel & Sharon Jergenson
Larry & Christi Jorschumb
Rick & Sally Kloth
Jack Kuppich
Paul Lenz
Jon & Dawn Lingbeek
Jim & Alex Malkuch
Paul & Elizabeth Meyer
Ken & Cindy Nash
Bill & Deb Paterson
Don & Carol Ryks
Gary Schroeder
Charlene Smith

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available.

Are you planning to
attend the LWML
convention in Kentucky?
Contact the church office
if you are.

LWML MITES may be
brought to the church
office any time.

A minister was called away unexpectedly by the illness of a close family member.
He entrusted to his new assistant the job of filling the pulpit. The pastor’s wife
stayed home.
When he returned, the pastor asked his wife what she thought of the young
assistant’s sermon. “The poorest I’ve ever heard,” she said. “There was nothing in it,
nothing at all. It didn’t even make sense. It was very disorganized. I was disappointed.”
Later that day, the concerned minister met his assistant and asked him, “How’d the
Sunday service and sermon go? Did all go well? How did you mange?”
“All went very well, sir, absolutely wonderful,” he said. “I didn’t have time to prepare
a new sermon of my own on such short notice, so I got on your computer and pulled
up one of your old sermons from last year.”

The second thought is that the Gospel spread from Jerusalem in Acts 8 because of
persecution. God showed them more and more opportunities to declare the grace
of God with the world in the face of danger. How many people realized that Jesus
died for them because they heard the message from someone fleeing from the
danger in Jerusalem? God turned the sorrow and uneasiness of that time into hope
for a life that would last unto eternity.
We are living in the middle of great opportunities. The Christian Church in America
is dying at a rate that has never been seen in our country. The message that Jesus
Christ came to this planet to die for your sins so that you could receive eternal life
has been replaced by prosperity, apathy, and science. Have we here at Redeemer
allowed the Gospel to be changed into something that it was not meant to
convey? Do we still wish to see others put their faith in the Risen Christ? Do we see
the events of 2020 as an avenue for the Gospel, or are we hoping that life will return
to the way it was in 2019 (back to a time when Christianity was dying at the greatest
rate in history)?
Right here, right now, we are a part of history and we are also writing history. This
community and your great grandchildren will be affected by what we do as a
congregation. The people of God can have a positive impact on their surroundings
when they interact with others who are experiencing the same things in life. This last
weekend I heard from someone who is going through cancer. When she had finished
her treatments, she found out that a good friend discovered she also had the same
type of cancer. She was able to be a guide for her friend even more because she had
been through the same experience. Do you know someone who is facing a transition
in life? Listening and asking questions can open the door to sharing the Gospel. The
devil may have meant the shutdowns to work panic and frustration into society, but
the Holy Spirit can work through the lives of believers to bring faith and eternal life
to those who have not heard.
Pastor Matt

GRILL TO GOD – FELLOWSHIP HALL – APRIL 30 AT 6:00 PM

IT IS TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK!
As you read this, we will be starting the week designated as Teacher Appreciation
week in the US. Most years this week pops up and surprises me-likely due to the long
list of to-do’s at this time of year. But this year it has stayed on my radar and I know
it is because of Covid. This last year has been challenging for everyone. Teachers
have been asked to go above and beyond. I too have asked that of my teachers here
at Redeemer. Since the shut-down when the Governor asked that childcare stay open
we decided together to continue to provide care for kids. This was a bit scary at first
and encompassed extras like distance learning, more cleaning, safe procedures.
Those few months helped us start a new school year with confidence. Our firm belief
is that we keep things as normal as possible as
You know you’re a teacher
the social/emotional repercussions down the
when you remember the
road for this age group could be monumental.
names of 427 former
Keeping things “as normal as possible” in a
students but you can’t
Covid world is an undertaking but together our
remember where you left
school staff embraced this conviction and all
your phone.
that entailed.
Kudos to Gretchen, Michelle, Jen, Jodi, Deb, Chris, Renee for
The extra hours needed.
The embracing of new ideas and programs.
The willingness to take care of things not in the job description.
The creative solutions to keep doing business as usual covid style.
The positive attitudes that prevailed- even when the boss put the gavel down.
The strength of Spirit you all have.
The faith that God is in control even in the midst of Chaos.
I am Grateful to God for the blessings each
of you are to me and this ministry.

LUTHER AT THE LEGION
Join Pastor Matt each
Wednesday at
6:30 pm at the
Willmar Legion.

LIFE HAS QUESTIONS
The Bible has answers!!!
Online @ 9:30 am
Join Dave and Matt
on Sunday mornings!

SCRIP ORDERS are due Monday, April 10th. Forms can be found in the wooden rack in
the narthex or in the church office.
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! MAY collections will be “Hygiene Products”. Eye Drops, Lip Balm,
Saline Nasal Spray, Disposable Razors, Foot Powder, Multi-Vitamins, Vitamin C,
Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, and Sunglasses. Please place donated items in box located in the
narthex.

SUN
Apr 4
Apr 11
Apr 18
Apr 25

ATTEND
281
138
168
158

COMM
216

TOTALS

745

368

152

In by baptism: Liam John Pollock

Rachel Jeppesen
Preschool Director

S.S.
3
3
-

PRIVATE

6

21

LENT
Apr 1
Apr 2

ATTEND
92
94

COMM
82

186

82

GRADUATE RECOGNITION will be Sunday, May 9 during both services. Please join
us in celebrating our graduates: Michael Mohr, David Reyes, Crisstill Duaso, Jennassa
Hanson, Rebecca Wubben, Mikayla Schoumaker, Zoey Jorschumb & Cora Gleason.
ICE CREAM FOR BREAKFAST? That's right! Join us on May 16th after the 8:00 and
10:30 am services on the front lawn as we enjoy some ice cream treats.
YOUTH NIGHT 7th-12th grade will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays during May due
to Mother’s Day and Confirmation celebrations. Join us on May 2nd and 16th from
7:00-8:00 pm. June Youth nights will be June 6th & 27th.
VERY BEST SUMMER! Join us all Summer long for VBS Family nights. There will be an
opportunity to connect with other Redeemer families and grow together as a family
with special activities and devotions. Family Nights are June 9 & 23, July 14 & 28, and
August 11 & 25 from 7:00-8:00 pm. First night is June 9th at Redeemer-SMORES' &
More.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY will be May 23rd during a special service for families at
9:30 am. This year's confirmands are Colton Dahline, Emily Johnson, Ayla Moyer, and
Jillayna Schroeder.
MAY’S FAMILY CONNECT HOUR THEME: GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN
COMMITMENT AND GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY.
Growing in faith is not something that happens by merely cramming more information
about the Bible into a child’s brain. All of that knowledge in their head means nothing
if we don’t help kids experience what that knowledge can do in their hearts. To fully
experience faith, we want kids to practice their faith. And that takes commitment.
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING INFORMATIONAL MEETING If you are interested
in the Youth gathering, join us on May 16th at 6:30 pm for an information session
about the upcoming 2022 Gathering in Houston. The meeting will last about 30
minutes.

 MAY 2021 
JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN MAY AND
TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES.
ELDERS
ACOLYTES
May 2
8:00 AM
Jeff Pitt, Dave Runke
Communion
10:30 AM
Paul Meyer, Steve Lueders
May 9
8:00 AM
Matt Akerson
10:30 AM
Brandon Kopacek
May 16
8:00 AM
Dave Danzeisen, Jeff Pitt
Communion
10:30 AM
Wayne Dahlke, Brandon Kopacek
May 23
8:00 AM
Dave Runke
10:30 AM
Steve Lueders
May 30
8:00 AM
Matt Akerson
10:30 AM
Paul Meyer
USHERS
8:00 AM
10:30 AM Leon Schultz

Colton Dahline
Tangh Conklin
Isaac Marcus
Jillayna Schroeder
Andrew Sandau
Ayla Moyer
Wyatt Dahline
Abigail Behl
Jillayna Schroeder
Jackson Berghuis

NEW 2021 ELDER RESPONSIBILITES FOR MEMBERS
Your Elder
Dave Danzeisen
Brandon Kopacek
Steve Lueders
Paul Meyer
Jeff Pitt
Wayne Dahlke
Dave Runke
Matt Akerson

Phone#
894-2396
905-0734
894-5750
651-295-6670
894-3132
262-9847
894-1474
894-4997

Household Names
Akerson – Bush
Canion – Gast
Gerdes – Holst
Holtberg – Krueger
Kruse – Monson
Mord – Rieger
Rodelius – Sorenson
Spaulding – Zetah

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY for a new Redeemer photo directory. Universal Church
Directories will be coming this Fall to take photos. More information to come.
ALTAR FLOWERS Please consider signing up on the bulletin board to donate flowers
for the altar this year. It may be to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, in memory of
a loved one or for no reason at all! Contact Lori in the church office for any questions
you may have.
SUNDAY MORNINGS Our 8:00 worship service requires a mask. At our 10:30 service,
masks may be removed once you are seated.
PRAYER REQUESTS forms can be found on the small tables in the narthex. Please
complete your request and drop in either offering box as you enter or exit the
sanctuary. You can also contact us by phone, email, text, or online.
SHOES/BOOTS Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church,
along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and put them in the shoe
box located in the narthex. They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit
the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world.
CHECK OUT the library for good books to read! We also have a large variety of
greeting cards and dinner napkins for sale.
APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP! Are you interested in a church work career?
Scholarships are available for the 2021-2022 academic year through LWML. Forms
can be found in the wooden rack in the narthex and must be submitted by May 15,
2021.
Starting June 6th Redeemer will be hosting three worship services
on Sunday morning during the summer.
8AM - Mask service.
9:30AM - Outdoor worship service with contemporary style live music. Mask will
not be required since it is outside. Participants can bring their own lawn chairs
from home. We will meet in the grass area west of the playground on the north
end of the building.
10:30AM - Mask optional service.

Summer Sonshine Camps
June 1*
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28
July 6*
July 12
July 19
July 26
August 2
August 9
August 16

Grow with God
Bubbles
I Am Unique
Storm Chasers
Creation Science
Hip, Hip Hooray for the USA
Splash City
God Gave Us Music
Olympics
Camping
Color God’s World
Let’s Be Farmers

Registering now for children 3-9
Tuition per 5 day week: $125
Other options available
www.redeemerlutheranpreschool.org
Rachel:
rjeppesen@redeemerwillmar.org

A JUNIOR COUNSELOR: As a Junior Counselor you will participate in Junior
Counselor training on May 21st-23rd and spend two weeks out of the summer:
1. Working under the cabin counselors to assist with caring for the campers.
2. Serving in the kitchen every once in awhile.
3. Hanging out with campers.
4. Developing your leadership skills.
5. Growing in your faith!
Visit https://www.islandcamp.org/junior-counselor to get started on your application
today! To apply you must be 15-18 years old and have completed your freshman
year of high school.

MEN'S RETREAT

May 14-16
You might have a great time if you're a man and you enjoy:
1. Food
2. Nature
3. Relaxing
4. God's Word
For more details or to register today go to https://www.islandcamp.org/men-s-retreat.

WOMEN'S RETREAT
May 21-23
This beautiful setting given to us by the God of Wonder will be the perfect
environment to examine the Bible's clear path for us to return/exist in a state of
Wonder and Awe. Scripture does provide the direction we need to stay the course
throughout our life. Register online for a great weekend of Fellowship, Food, and
Fun.

A Liturgical living resource for Lutheran women:
https://allthehousehold.com

REDEEMER CHURCH & PRESCHOOL CLOTHING
Orders need to be in by SUNDAY, MAY 9TH!
Fill out this form or forms may be found in the narthex, or
Order online at https://www.hansenad.com/stores/Redeemer

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP IS A GO FOR SUMMER 2021!
Register at www.islandcamp.org/registration
See the website for all the camps available this year and for their COVID plan.

REDEEMER HAS CAMPERSHIPS
AVAILABLE FOR OUR CAMPERS:
Redeemer will pay:
*Half for up to 7 nights of camp per
year for children/youth.
*Half for up to 2 nights of camp per
year for a post-high school adult.
*$100 per family for week-long
Family Camp.
*$50 per family for weekend
Family Camp.
Do you have friends you would like
to
come
with?
Friends
of
children/youth attending programs
at Lutheran Island Camp will be given
assistance, upon approval from the
Board of Education, as follows:
Redeemer will pay:
*$100 for a friend of a Redeemer
child/youth for a week-long camp.
*$50 for a friend of a Redeemer
child/youth for a weekend camp.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO HANSEN ADVERTISING, PLEASE STAPLE CHECK OR CASH
TO ORDER FORM. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER.
PLEASE TURN ORDER IN ON TIME. WE WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE ORDERS.

GRAND TOTAL $___________

NAME: _________________________________________ PHONE NUMBER _________________
PLEASE PRINT

OFFICE USE ONLY
PAID
CHECK NUMBER

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK AT CAMP THIS YEAR? CONSIDER BEING:
A CABIN COUNSELOR: Make a splash this summer as a cabin counselor at Lutheran
Island Camp! Counselors have the unique opportunity to make a huge difference in
children's lives in a short amount of time. Lutheran Island Camp is looking for two male
counselors and two female counselors! Go to: https://nloma.org/employment/summer/.
OR

