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I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For 
it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 

1 Corinthians 1:10-11 
 

Over the holiday break my family and I set out on a mission.  We were 
determined to sit down and watch all the Lord of the Rings movies from 
start to finish.  At first we were a little hesitant because the movies contain 
scenes of dark creatures and violence.  Our son is soaking up stories from 

books and JR Tolkien’s series is a journey through the trials of life.  We completed the last movie 
the week after Christmas and soon afterwards, almost on cue, the questions started coming from 
my son’s mind.  He wanted to know why they made certain decisions, he wanted to know why 
they made their lives so complicated.  Even with so many questions with the journey, my son 
connected the dots.  The main theme of the books was the destruction of the Ring of Power, 
and each of the main characters contributed to the Ring’s destruction.  What my son realized 
was that none of the original Fellowship members journeyed very far alone.  The Fellowship may 
have split off into different directions, but they took someone else along with them to share in 
the danger and joys.  My son understood, life is meant to be shared with others. 

Frodo, the main character of the three books, voluntarily took on the task of carrying the One 
Ring to the fires of Mount Doom.  He was the only one who could carry the Ring because his 
inner ambition was not one of selfishness.  One could see the enormous effects of the One Ring 
on everyone who came close to it.  An evil beckoned to those nearby, calling out to their deepest 
desires.  Temptation can be seen changing the appearance and behavior of the people Frodo 
encounters.  Gollum sought to undermine the ring bearer's journey by leading him into the snare 
of a spider’s web, letting someone else do the dirty work of killing Frodo so that he could take 
the One Ring.  Boromir wanted to use the ring to fight the evil that persistently invaded his 
homeland, his desire led to his death.  Galadriel was an Elf who struggled with the power she 
thought the One Ring could bring to her to be more beautiful. 

Go back even further into the story, to the assembly of Elves, Dwarfs, and men at the Council of 
Elrond.  The Ring was placed at the center of the circle of those who were at the council, and 
this is where I would like to put a laser pointer in this article.  Soon after the Ring was shown to 
everyone, it sank its claws into those who saw it.  The men of Gondor lost all hope in destroying 
the Ring and Boromir’s speech did nothing but bring despair to everyone else.  The Elves and 
Dwarfs argued fiercely with each other because they harbored resentment and racism.  

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office 
window.  Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
 

 
  

FEBRUARY 
Deb Bremseth – 320-231-2089 

Sarah Fosso – 320-967-4159 
  

Deb Bremseth           
John & Sharon Cola         

Carolyn Davis  
Ryan & Sarah Fosso 

Jeremy & Nichole Gleason 
Sarah Hagen        

Keven & Diane Hillenbrand 
Jamie Jackson 

Roger & Nancy Klaassen  
Ben Kopacek   

Brad & Claudia Lenz      
Brad Marcus                

Gene & Rose Meyer       
Randy & Melissa Mord 

Nathan & Margaret Nielsen 
Tim & Stacy Pollock    
Charlotte Roduner  

Jennifer Schoumaker 
Dave & Lynn Sherod     

Jeff & LeAnn Stauffenecker 
Tony & Kerry Texley 

 
 
 
 

MARCH 
Beth Corti – 320-231-1907   

 
 

Alice Beckmann 
Marcia Conklin 

Lee & Beth Corti 
Kim & Karen Heiden 
Robert Hillenbrand 

Cortney & Erin Howard 
Robin Jacobson      

Richard & Donna Johnson  
Brandon & Chelsie Kopacek 

Jeremy & Andria Krakow    
Philip & Michelle Marcus 

Dan & Phyllis Monson     
Mick & Heather Moyer 
Marlin & Cheryl Niss 

Tom & Tracy Ost      
Todd & Audrey Raap 

Robert & Debra Rodelius 
Brad & Suzanne Skindelien 
Gordon & Deloris Steffen 

Wilfred Wenberg          
Ted Wurm 

 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 



PROPOSAL FROM THE SYNOD TO BE ADDRESSED 
AT OUR JANUARY 31ST VOTER’S MEETING: 

Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to 
hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national 
Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023? [Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue 
forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district conventions 
held in 2025, 2028, etc., and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).]               
Vote: Yes or No    (If anyone has any questions on this proposal, please feel free to 
contact Pastor Matt in the church office.) 

 

2020 YEAR END GIVING STATEMENTS have been mailed to you. Please contact 
Chris in the church office if you didn’t receive yours. 
 

SCRIP ORDERS are due Monday, February 8th. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS! If anyone has a prayer request, please let the church staff 
know.  You can call, text, email, or use snail mail, etc.  When you contact the office 
please also let us know if the information is for the staff to pray for, or if it is to be 
shared with the rest of the congregation. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN LIST Join the Prayer Chain List by contacting the church office. 
Receive emails on people who are requesting prayers for themselves, their loved ones, 
or friends. You must have an email address to be on this list. 
 

SHOES/BOOTS  Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church, 
along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and put them in the shoe 
box located in the narthex.  They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit 
the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world. 
 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For February we will be collecting “Hygiene Products” for 
our troops. Eye Drops, Lip Balm, Saline Nasal Spray, Disposable Razors, Foot Powder, 
Multi-Vitamins, Vitamin C, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Sunglasses. Please place 
donated items in box located in the narthex. 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday – Friday: 8:00 – 4:30 pm                    

If you look at this scene through a theological lens you might recognize the Ring as having a 
component of Original Sin.  It is this sin in each one of us that taints our relationships with 
others.  Being a church family is difficult, each person has their own history and distinct 
characteristics.  Satan can and does try to appeal to us and use our weaknesses to get us to 
focus on issues that are not the Great Commission.  Power is something that is disguised in so 
many ways, something that the Lord of the Rings series highlights amazingly.  Characters at the 
Council of Elrond struggled with each other over the influence the Rings could have over evil, 
but it was the council members who were allowing a fog to settle over their thought 
process.  Their attempt to rationalize a way to use the Ring to defeat evil was the villain’s way to 
manipulate everyone to do his bidding. 

I see what is happening in the congregations across the country and at Redeemer as similar to 
this scene from Lord of the Rings.  I see a group of people who have been called together for a 
single purpose.  We use the Lord’s Prayer regularly to remind us that we need help to “deliver 
us from the Evil One” (this is the literal translation from the original Greek).  We hear that Christ 
will come again, but we sometimes get discouraged when He does not come back in the timeline 
that would work best for us.  We look at the violence and objectionable behavior in our country 
over the last year and we might see the behavior of an Elf or Dwarf.  Satan is ever ready to put 
hatred and spite between good natured people to keep their focus off the defeat of evil.  

Before Covid-19 hit the world with fear and trembling, the church struggled with issues.  The 
one issue that has gripped Christianity over the last thirty years has been the “correct” form of 
Christian worship?  We used our own preferences to determine whether to deem another 
church’s worship as God fearing or Satanic.  Churches and pastors argued with each other over 
worship practices.  Even pastors have rejected each other and fought openly over worship 
practices.  Like Elrond, we have not seen eye to eye.  

The end of February will mark twelve months since shutdowns started in the United States to try 
and curb the Covid virus.  What we thought would be quick and simple has turned into more 
and more frustration.  This has caused us to shift as Americans, and more importantly it has 
changed our congregation.  Two years ago, we heard about the style of worship.  Many did not 
want the old Lutheran hymnal worship service from the 1942 Lutheran Hymnal; other voices did 
not like the songs that were sung because they were too contemporary, or the hymns were too 
hard to sing.  The current frustration has shifted to the mask, it is as if we are fighting about a 
ring; a ring that connects a piece of cloth to a person’s ear.  This one issue has divided churches 
everywhere and torn down many church “councils” across America.  Christians openly debate 
each other and in turn weaken our defenses against the Old Evil Foe.  Satan speaks to our own 
sin, calling us to seek our own ambitions.  

(Continued…..) 



As our frustration over the virus issue looms like a dark cloud over the face of the country and 
our future, we are more and more blinded by Satan’s distractions and do not see him reaching 
out for each one of us to dissuade us from revealing the love of God to a world plagued by 
fear.  We might think we are adding to the strength and fortification of the house of God when 
we are really misguided by a guise of power and we allow Satan to have an opportunity to exploit 
our personal weaknesses.  Satan laughs more and more as we forget the very reason we gather 
on Sunday mornings; he is constantly trying to manipulate us to serve him instead of our 
Creator.  Good natured people have been caught in a crossfire between the two extremes of the 
mask issue. 

At Redeemer, we have had our fair share of struggles with how to move forward.  The mask issue 
has been discussed and even fiercely debated for far too many times.  The uncertainty of the 
future has often caused us to disagree on how to allow more people to worship on a Sunday 
morning.  We have become more frustrated with what our local, state, and national governments 
have done and have said.  We are divided by a “ring.”  

This month, we prepare to keep our bonds of fellowship in terms of our protocols.  Several 
churches have been consulted as to their protocols that have kept their congregations safe.  The 
Elders have discussed this issue at meetings and sought to determine a plan of action for the 
entire congregation to move forward.  The difficulty that has been discussed is that no matter 
what we will do, no one will be happy.  We want our old spots back at the same service we went 
to before COVID, we want to see the same people that we have seen for years sitting in the pew 
next to us.  What we want is what we want, and what we want is what we are used to.  We would 
like to move a magic wand and make the last year disappear. 

The first Sunday in March will be a little different in our approach to our protocols.  The early 
service (8AM) will not experience any changes, we will ask that congregation members wear a 
mask throughout the service.  The late service will have a slight change.  We will still ask that 
every person wear a mask (at the 10:30) to the service.  When you settle into the pew you will 
be allowed to take off the mask.  Any movement away from the pew row (bathroom or even 
Communion) will be with a mask on.  Note: this will only be at the 10:30AM service on Sunday 
mornings. 

As we move forward, there are decisions that need to be made.  We will not always agree about 
the best way to proceed. We preach about a God who has appeared to us and gave us a message 
of peace.  During a worldwide struggle, more and more people are asking questions about the 
meaning of life.  There are many in the community and this county who have found the message 
of secular science (that humans evolved from monkeys) as empty. The world is watching 
Christianity and this congregation.   

(Continued…) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY ATTEND COMM PRIVATE 
Jan 3 112 97  

Jan 10 96   
Jan 17 134  110   
Jan 24 66    
Jan 31    

TOTALS 408  207 11 
 

 

YOUTH & FAMILY SLEDDING EVENT 
     Sunday, February 21, 1-3 pm at 
   Ridgewater College. Join us for an   
                                     afternoon of 
                                   sledding along 
                                        with Hot 
                                       Chocolate 
                                      and snacks. 

 

LUTHER 
AT THE 
LEGION 

Lenten Luther at the Legion starting on 
February 24th from 6:45-7:15 pm. Join 
pastor every Wednesday after the Lenten 
services at the Legion on 19th Avenue.   

LIFE HAS QUESTIONS 
The Bible has answers!!! 
Starting February 7th  

@ 9:30 am 
Sundays - Online 

Join Dave and Matt as they 
answer your questions.  

Submit your questions via 
 phone or email. 



7TH-12TH GRADERS will have the opportunity for a virtual retreat at church 
this upcoming February. The Quake Virtual Retreat will be February 27, 2020. 
You can participate with us at church or from home. Contact Cassie to sign-
up. Cost is $20 per student.  
 

ATTENTION LWML MEMBERS! Please make sure to bring all of your mites 
to the church office by March 21st so they can be sent into the district for their 
March 31st year end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 FEBRUARY  2021  
JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY 

TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 
 ELDERS ACOLYTES 

Feb 7  
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Matt Akerson, Dave Runke 

 
Dave Danzeisen, Brandon Kopacek, Wayne Dahlke  

 
Wyatt Dahline 

 
Evan Petersen 

Feb 14 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt 

Steve Lueders 

 
Isaac Marcus 

Tangh Conklin 

Feb 17 
6:00 PM 

  
Emily Johnson 

Feb 21 
8:00 AM 

Communion 
10:30 AM 

 
Jeff Pitt, Dave Runke, Paul Meyer 

 
Steve Lueders, Wayne Dahlke, Dave Danzeisen 

 
Andrew Sandau 

 
Ayla Moyer 

Feb 24 
6:00 PM 

  
Colton Dahline 

Feb 28 
8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 
Matt Akerson 

Brandon Kopacek 

 
Jillayna Schroeder 

Abigail Behl 

USHERS         8:00 AM 
                       10:30 AM                           

The Gospel message, that God intervened in human history and wants to be personally 
involved in a person’s life, is extremely important in a world void of genuine truth.  People 
who want to know Christ will be looking for a place where the message they hear about Jesus 
is what they see between the people in the pews. 

Consider what the best Christian research said in a book about those who have left the 
church.  Barna Research: Our surveys reveal that about one-quarter of the unchurched believe 
the typical church experience is boring or tiresome.  In addition, they don’t see church as a 
place of meaningful community.  Churchless people are about 40 percent more likely to say 
that church services felt like “a group sharing the same space at a public event, but not a group 
of people that was connected to each other in any real way” than to say services felt like “a 
group that was untied in belief, cared for and would take care of each other in practical ways.” 
(Churchless 51, 2014) 

But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there 
may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now 
you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  1 Corinthians 12:24b-27 

Pastor Matt 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
REDEEMER WANTS TO PARTNER WITH YOUR FAMILY THIS LENT so look for this 
upcoming activity for your families to participate in during the season of LENT!! You can pick 
up your Lent in a Box starting February 7th or contact the church office for home delivery.  
 

 



Did you know? 
There is a parent weekly newsletter that is emailed to families with information about upcoming 
events and links to our online Family Connect Hour Video Lessons. You can sign up for emails 
at out church website www.redeemerwillmar.org under the Children’s Ministry page.  
 

You can sign up for text reminders from our church about Education, Family and Youth Events, 
so you never miss what’s happening at Redeemer. You can sign up by  

For Redeemer Kids Ministry text - @redeemercm to the number 81010 
For Redeemer Youth Parents text - @redeemyth to the number (216) 485-3143 

 

When you buy SCRIP through Redeemer a percentage of your purchases comes back to 
Redeemer which helps to fund our Educational programs Preschool-High School. Check out the 
order form included in this month’s newsletter.  
 

Families join us for Tuesday night devotions on the Redeemer Kids Facebook group as we grow 
with you and your family and help you to apply God’s promises to your daily life.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RedeemerWillmarKids 
 

February Family Connect Hour Theme 
 

Memory Verse: Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience. Colossians 3:12  
 

GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN KINDNESS AND GOD’S 
CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY 
God was kind to us even when we didn’t deserve it. Because of His 

love for us, we can be kind to everyone. Kindness is a fruit of the Spirit. And when you show 
kindness to others, you give them a glimpse into the heart of God, and how much God loves 
them. Kindness should be a characteristic of people who follow Jesus. Not only did Jesus model 
kindness, but He also commanded it. He taught us to treat others the way we want to be treated. 
 
Week 1 
Bible Story: Ephesians 4:32 God was Kind to Us 
Bottom Line: Be kind to others because God is 
kind to you. 
 
Week 2 
BIBLE STORY Ruth and Boaz  
Bottom Line: Be kind to your family and friends. 

Week 3  
Bible Story: Go the Extra Mile Matthew 5:41 
Bottom Line: Be kinder than you have to be. 
 
Week 4 
Bible Story: Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 
Bottom Line: Be kind to people who are  
different from you. 

 

COMMUNITY BASIC Home 2 Home is looking for some items to help families who 
are establishing new homes. If you have any of the following items in new or good 
condition, please drop them off at Home to Home on Thursday afternoons at 1008 
Pleasantview Drive SE, Willmar.  

 End tables 
 Silverware 
 Cake pans with lids 
 Saucepans with lids 
 Towels (especially hand towels) 
 Soup or Stockpots 
 Coffeemakers that work 

We continue to pray for Hope for our City Food Distribution program as they continue 
to serve families in our area. Over 300 families just in Willmar were served in the last 
few weeks of January. Prayers for this ministry partner as they are seeking a new source 
for Bread to hand out to families.  

 
YOU CAN SUPPORT ATLAS OF WEST CENTRAL MINNESOTA by donating supplies, 
household items, and other things to bless the people we meet with and serve. Many 
of these items we use in serving families at our Safe Harbor House. Other items are 
helpful for us at our ATLAS House (our main office). In order to serve the families as 
best as we can, items should either be new or very gently used.   
 

Items can be dropped off at the ATLAS House (504 19th Ave SW, Willmar). Call ahead 
(320-441-2250) or email info@atlaswcmn.org to make sure someone will be at ATLAS 
to receive the items. Financial donations allow us to purchase the items we need can 
be made online at www.atlaswcmn.org/give.  
 

Our current needs include: 
 Queen and Twin Size Bedding (primarily need sheets)  
 Pillows and Pillow Cases (Queen/Standard)  
 Cleaning Supplies (toilet bowl cleaner, toilet bowl brushes, all-purpose cleaner, 

Windex, Clorox wipes, mops, brooms, buckets, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, 
toilet paper, etc.).  

 Personal Items (toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, shampoo, soap, 
deodorants, towels, wash cloths, etc.). 

 


