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In Isaiah 43:1 we read, “But now thus says the Lord, He Who created you, O Jacob, He Who
formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are
Mine” (Isaiah 43:1). We are God’s stewards by virtue of creation and our re-creation in Holy
Baptism. God gives us our identity. We belong to Him, we are known by Him, and we know
Him as the Triune God, the Lord and Giver of life, the Creator and Re-Creator of all life—God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Bible teaches that God made us, body and soul, for Himself—for the present and for
eternity. Even when we wander away from God and deny that we are His stewards, we still
are! God has spoken in and through creation. Vitally important for our understanding of the
meaning of life is that God has spoken through the redeeming, re-creating, new-life-giving
work of His Son; through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah, the Savior, we
are restored to new relationships with Almighty God. It is a grace-filled response to say, “I am
an adopted child of God” and also to say, “I am God’s steward!” It is a privilege to be loved
and valued highly every day of life.
As we reflect on who and Whose we are, on what God has done for us and given to us, our
identity is made more sure, more firm—like a beloved child learning of being adopted by
loving parents. The implications of saying, “I am God’s steward” are enormous. It means we
can give credit to God as the source of all gifts, talents, skills, and time that we have. It means
that our stewardship involves all of life and that we are discoverers, developers, and deployers
of all the gifts God has given to us. Our purpose is to let our lives be offerings.
Stewardship Board

It is a New Year. It is the start of a new calendar. The year 2020 was
filled with a lot of change and things we would like to put behind
us. There are things we cannot change, and things we are hoping to
make “resolutions” to change (even though the average resolution
change only lasts three weeks). We may notice some things we would
like to change, and we may take steps to alter the future. Have you given
thought to how you would like to take a step in a different direction?
There are a few changes that we have seen in this nation concerning the relationship of the state and
the church. I have personally seen in my study, and my personal talks with people that the issue of
faith is not a positive conversation. More and more young people reject that the idea that faith in
Jesus is the way someone goes to heaven. What young people accept is an idea preached by popular
atheists that belief in a loving God is an archaic notion popularized by religious people who use God
to control thoughts and politics. The influence that Christians have had in the past to influence where
the culture is going has been severely limited.
I am writing to you as your pastor and on behalf of the Board of Elders. After discussion, we feel as
though it was time to take a small step as we see where things are going in this country. Marriage is
one hotly contested issue. It has been on ballots in elections for years, as the government has been
involved in matters where the church has set boundaries. It is apparent that the church and state
have many areas in which they do not agree, and the church is finding itself on its heels as more of
our teachings are demonized.
Starting in 2021, our church will take a step to protect ourselves and our ability to share Jesus with
our community. The process of getting married in other countries is different than what we have
here. Pastors can act as an agent of the state by signing the legal contract between a couple. This
means the pastor is an unpaid employee for the state of Minnesota. State agencies have been
increasing their pressure on religious organizations whose doctrines do not reflect the shifting view
of our culture. As a church that wants to keep our core belief that Jesus is the only way to heaven,
we do not want to give up our beliefs in order to have a pastor’s signature on the marriage license.
The year 2021 will be the first year that we implement a new process for couples seeking to be
married. Redeemer is asking each couple to visit their county courthouse prior to their wedding
date. The couple will be married in the eyes of the state when they sign their marriage
contract. When the couple comes to the church soon after, they will be doing so to ask for the
blessing of God in their union before Him. As we implement this new process, we will be making a
distinction between the views of church and state on marriage. We will be standing for our doctrine
concerning what marriage is and affirming that we are willing to work with the government to serve
our community. We cannot give up the Gospel and the message of what God has done for us.
Pastor Matt

*******************************************************************
SUNDAY
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20
Dec 27
TOTALS

ATTEND
105
75
102
59
341

COMM
91

PRIVATE

91
51
233

ADVENT
Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 24

ATTEND
44
36
43
194

Dec 25

25
342

11

Out by death: Roland Wedel, Lyle Eisenlohr, Norma Linhoff

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday: 8:00 – 4:30 pm

COMM
42
36
36

114

SERVING GROUPS
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office
window. Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on
the list and would like to be, contact the church office.

JANUARY
Janice Bartel – 320-403-5045
Sharon Skaro – 320-894-7247

FEBRUARY
Deb Bremseth – 320-231-2089
Sarah Fosso – 320-967-4159

Matt & Jennifer Akerson
Elloyd & Janice Bartel
Rev. Jack & Carol Baumgarn
Jacob Berghuis
Sarah Berghuis
Susan Christensen
Andrew Cordes
Dave & Julie Danzeisen
Jerry Gesch
Pete & Paulette Hagen
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand
Carol Jackson
Jared & Kjaresty Johnson
Dylan & Angela Kalkbrenner
Roger & Lois Koosmann
Jerret & Darci Mohr
Bill & Bridget Neumann
Jeff & Cheryl Pitt
Stan & Sharon Skaro
Rolf & Joyce Standfuss
Dale & Ashley Weilage

Deb Bremseth
John & Sharon Cola
Carolyn Davis
Ryan & Sarah Fosso
Jeremy & Nichole Gleason
Sarah Hagen
Keven & Diane Hillenbrand
Jamie Jackson
Roger & Nancy Klaassen
Ben Kopacek
Brad & Claudia Lenz
Brad Marcus
Gene & Rose Meyer
Randy & Melissa Mord
Nathan & Margaret Nielsen
Tim & Stacy Pollock
Charlotte Roduner
Jennifer Schoumaker
Dave & Lynn Sherod
Jeff & LeAnn Stauffenecker
Tony & Kerry Texley

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available.

Yes, But….
This summer and fall I worked through a devotion book I picked up at a conference. It is titled
Building Up The Body from CPH. Who knew that it would be perfect for these Covid times.
All the devotions are to encourage wellness in church workers- mind, body and spirit. And
right now the spirit is getting tired. I am sure many of you can relate. The devotion that I am
going to quote is titled “The Art of Rejoicing in the Lord.” By Mark Matzke, pastor.
Philippians 4:4-5 “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand.”
“When Paul says “rejoice,” he is using what a grammar student would call an imperative. That
means he is commanding us to “Rejoice in the Lord!” This really isn’t an invitation. To our ears
that seems a little aggressive. But the Gospel is that by the power of the Spirit, rejoicing is
something you can intentionally do. That’s important, because there will be times when you
don’t feel like doing it. We have all been there.
Paul is choosing his words very carefully. He does not say: Rejoice in your happy
circumstances or rejoice in your nice possessions or rejoice in your good health. Nor does he
say, rejoice in your unhappy circumstances or rejoice in the loss of your possessions or rejoice
in your frightening diagnosis. He says, “rejoice IN the Lord!”
The rejoicing is focused on the Lord Jesus…..The personal nature of Jesus’ sacrifice and victory
over death and what it earns for you is the source of Christian joy…..
The challenge is, of course, that all manner of things are going to try to move you off that
solid base. Through the Spirit, rejoicing in the Lord becomes, “Yes, but.”
Try it. Insert “Yes, but…” into your thinking.
I’m facing something really scary. Yes, but a living Lord who conquered death and the grave
goes with me.
I feel unlovable. Yes, but it was the strongest love of all time that moved Jesus to take my place
in death and new life.
….May your “yes, buts” fill your hearts and minds with Christ today and each day ahead of
you!”
I hope we all have a person that exemplifies this deep Joy in the Lord. It is not usually an
outward thing but when the going gets tough he/she continues to find Joy in the Lord and all
He has done for us. I have many who live and breathe this. The Kruse side of my family is
filled with those who draw joy from the Lord each and every day.
As a new year begins and looks to be a tough start remind yourself to say “Yes, but I have a
Helper beside me who directs me to the Word and gives me strength.”
Rachel Jeppesen, Preschool Director

CONFIRMATION CLASS RESUMES on January 13th In Person and will continue to
follow the schedule given at the beginning of the year. We will be starting to teach
over the life of Christ.
7TH-12TH GRADERS will have the opportunity for a virtual retreat at church this
upcoming February. The Quake Virtual Retreat will be February 27, 2020. You can
participate with us at church or from home. Contact Cassie to sign-up. Cost is $15 per
student until January 10th, after January 10th the cost is $20 per student.
7TH-12TH GRADE YOUTH NIGHTS will be January 10th & 24th from 7:00-8:00 in the
gym for a night of games, fellowship and New Year devotions. We will follow social
distance guidelines and masks will be required.
FAMILY CONNECT HOUR We will continue to connect online for our Family Connect
Hour throughout the month of January as we start our new series Rules for Life.
GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN RESPONSIBILITY AND GOD’S
CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY
The psalmist wrote The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, (NIrV). God is the
author of creation, and God has entrusted us to care for and cultivate it. We do that
by taking responsibility. From the work we need to accomplish to people we meet to
the words we use; life is filled with moments where we can decide to reflect God’s
character, take responsibility, and use what we have wisely. When we follow through
and do what needs to be done, we can
point others to Jesus, the One who took the ultimate responsibility for us and made it
possible for us to be with God forever.
NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY is coming in January and led by Kim Canion via Zoom.
Casting Stones is my invitation to wrestle alongside, to open the Word and find truth
in the trial and the triumph, as well as the ordinary day. It has devotions for five days
of study a week, questions for individual growth and discovery, or to discuss as a group
because the community around the Word makes every day brighter and less daunting.
Let’s cast together, let’s build-up together, let’s wrestle together, let’s plant together.
Call the church office to sign up. Starts Thursday, January 14th.

PROPOSAL FROM THE SYNOD TO BE ADDRESSED
AT OUR JANUARY 31ST VOTER’S MEETING:
Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to
hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national
Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023? [Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue
forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district conventions
held in 2025, 2028, etc., and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).]
Vote: Yes or No (If anyone has any questions on this proposal, please feel free to
contact Pastor Matt in the church office.)
THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make a donation to LWML on behalf of my
mom, Barb Canion. We were able to send in a check to help with mission project
around the country.
FAMILY GATHERINGS If you had a family gathering with others this holiday season
would you consider delaying your In Person worship attendance? Feel free to join
with others in the parking lot or via internet. We have been doing a great job in this
congregation with our compliance of the protocols set forth by physicians and
medical personnel.
THANK YOU to everyone who blessed the staff this holiday season. We were
encouraged by the many gifts (especially the chocolate) that the congregation freely
gave. The staff enjoyed seeing many faces that we have not seen as much over the
last eight months. Blessing on your new year!
FEEDBACK EVALUATION Keep watching throughout the months of January and
February as the Board of Education and Youth Board seek feedback from parents and
students to help us better serve you in 2021.
LWML MITES may be brought to the church office.
STARTING JANUARY 3RD we will do a continuous line for communion. Pastor Matt
and Elders will still commune those in the parking lot.
SCRIP ORDERS are due Monday, January 11th.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are in your mailbox. If you didn’t receive a box and would
like one, contact the church office.
YEAR END STATEMENTS It's that time of year again...be on the lookout for your YearEnd Giving statements! The church will be mailing these out to you this year. If you
have recently moved, please make sure we have your updated address on file in the
church office. The statements will be mailed to your homes before January 31st. If you
have any questions, please contact Chris in the church office at 235-4685.
THANK YOU to everyone that donated items for the LWML Human Care Project
“Support Our Troops.” A total of 433 items was collected in 2020. Thank you to Sharon
Skaro, a Blue Star Mother, for her help.
LUTHERAN WITNESS MAGAZINE Renew or subscribe to the Lutheran Witness
magazine. The cost is $15 for the year. Place your check (payable to Redeemer Lutheran
Church) in the Lutheran Witness envelope found in your 2021 offering envelope box
and drop in the offering plate or bring to the church office no later than January 24th.
PRAYER REQUESTS! If anyone has a prayer request, please let the church staff
know. You can call, text, email, or use snail mail, etc. When you contact the office
please also let us know if the information is for the staff to pray for, or if it is to be
shared with the rest of the congregation.
PRAYER CHAIN LIST Join the Prayer Chain List by contacting the church office.
Receive emails on people who are requesting prayers for themselves, their loved ones,
or friends. You must have an email address to be on this list.
SHOES/BOOTS Don't throw those old boots or shoes away! Bring them to church,
along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and put them in the shoe
box located in the narthex. They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both benefit
the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world.
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For January we will be collecting “Snacks” for our troops.
Beef Jerky, Nuts, Raisins, Granola Bars, Microwave Popcorn, Tuna, Hard Candy, Licorice,
Canned Ravioli, Beef Stew, Powdered Drink Mix. Please place donated items in box
located in the narthex.



 JANUARY 2021 
JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES.
ELDERS
ACOLYTES
Jan 3
8:00 AM
Communion
10:30 AM
Jan 10
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Jan 17
8:00 AM
Communion
10:30 AM
Jan 24
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Jan 31
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
USHERS

Dave Runke, Matt Akerson, Jeff Pitt

Wyatt Dahline

Wayne Dahlke, Brandon Kopacek, Steve Lueders

Ayla Moyer

Paul Meyer
Dave Danzeisen

Isaac Marcus
Abigail Behl

Matt Akerson, Jeff Pitt, Paul Meyer

Andrew Sandau

Brandon Kopacek, Steve Lueders, Dave Danzeisen

Jackson Berghuis

Dave Runke
Wayne Dahlke

Colton Dahline
Dwayne Spaulding

Jeff Pitt
Steve Lueders

Jillayna Schroeder
Chelsea Lopez

8:00 AM Brad & Claudia Lenz
10:30 AM

VOTER’S MEETING – JANUARY 31ST

9:15 am in the Fellowship Fall
If you are 18 years old, you may become a voting member.

Please contact the office if you would like a
member of the pastoral staff to bring private
communion to your home this winter.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Donated in memory of:
Marvin & Luella Behm by Ken, Carol, Gordon, Myron, Debra & spouses
Son William (Bill) Stanton Braun by James & Gayle Braun
Curt Conklin by Marcia & Family
Husband Dean Cordes & nephew Stephen Reynolds by Cindy Cordes
Michael & Irmgard Dahlke by Larry & Helga Miller and Marilyn Worke
Donna Gast, Laurie Gast, & Levi Elsing by Darv Gast and The Hammerschmidt
Family
Parents Jeanette Hillenbrand and Wayne & Alicia Peterson by Gary & Mary
Hillenbrand
Gordon & Maealice Kimpling by Jeff, Darla, Don, Zach, Paul, Safia, & Syriah
Kimpling
Rob Linhoff by Judy & Family
Norman & Pearl Pankow and Lester & Darline Vogeler by Terry, Cheryl & Brent
Pankow
Arlene Pitt and Simon & Gloria Zimmer by Jeff & Cheryl Pitt & Family
Lloyd Rhoda by Deb Bremseth & Family
Lloyd Rhoda by Bonnie & Family
John Schroeder by Lori & Family
Rosie Schwartz by Melvin & Family
Niece & cousin Naomi Shelvik by Dan, Susan & Chris Spieker
Husband Louis Smith by Charlene Smith & Family
Sister Holly Stone Stubbs by Gayne & Marvelle Stone
Lucien Vlaminck by Michael & Joy Gratz
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Christmas poinsettias!
If you indicated that you would like to take yours home, please do so.

