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And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12
The shepherds went immediately to see the Christ child. They were curious, they belonged to a
group of people who felt like outsiders. They were the first ones who heard that the Messiah had
come, what joy they must have felt as they discovered what the angels had declared. There, in a
small space, lay God Himself. The Old Testament foretold of Him and they saw Him with their own
eyes. Kings and prophets had longed to see Him with their own eyes, but there the shepherds were,
seeing the Word who had become flesh. He was not born at the local hospital with modern
technology. Jesus was not born to parents who owned a castle and great lands. The Messiah was
born in a crude stable filled with animals. There was no room anywhere in town, He was born a reject
by our standards. The smell of manger was not one of a sanitary maternity ward, or the lemon scent
of Clorox wipes. The Christ child was wrapped up in swaddling clothes because His parents did not
have a lot. Even though He was God, He was fully human. He was vulnerable to disease and
hunger. COVID-19 would have been on His mother’s mind had He been born this year. He was born
with the same body that we have now, capable of events of pain, sorrow, and discouragement.
Christ is our reason this season to have hope. The world seems to be spinning way too fast these
days and it may seem that taking a breath might be a little more difficult. December can be filled
with an increased sense of darkness with a decreased amount of sunlight and the never-ending
negative aspect of the media. When Christ was born in Bethlehem were things any better? Jesus
was born the King of Kings to give hope to people who may not have had any. God was telling us
that He had not forgotten His people. Our country and planet may be experiencing a major shift. Is
this the end of the world?
Is this a reason to remember to give thanks and rejoice because God is still in control? I understand
that things are going to be different this year than last year, each Christmas is not the same as
always. The memories that we had growing up are not the same that we might have today. Families
might not assemble this year like they had in the past. This year, one less plate might be used
because another saint has been called to assemble around the throne of God. Things are different,
but we still have a reason to celebrate. The Lord has come to proclaim to us that we have freedom
from sin through Him. We still have a reason to celebrate. Death disease and COVID do not have
power over us. During this time and season, this is the Good News the church has for the community
around it. What will we allow to hinder that message from getting to others who have not heard?
May we continue to proclaim the Love of Christ and share His story through our story! Pastor Matt

FELLOW WORKERS ON GOD’S TEAM
In his first letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are God’s fellow
workers…” (1 Corinthians 3:9). Through Paul, God was telling the people in Corinth that they
had the honor and privilege to work with Him and to be important participants in His mission.
In the same way, God makes us His fellow workers on His team. Even though we are
undeserving and have nothing to offer, God, in His sovereignty, chooses us to be His vessels
through which He will accomplish His purposes. As God’s fellow workers, we become His
hands, feet, and mouth to the world.
God does not schedule tryouts for those He selects to be on His team. He isn’t seeking the
most talented, the most powerful, or the most attractive. He invites and encourages everyone
to be part of His team. The people who become part of God’s team vary in appearance, in
gifts, in stations in life, and other ways. Although God’s team is made up people who are
different in some ways, the one common factor is that they are all new creations with
transformed hearts for Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17). Through the work of the Holy Spirit, they
have become people of faith who see God as their greatest treasure. Faithfulness is a top
priority as a fellow worker with God. Through faith, we commit and are energized to serve
God by serving others. What we do with our time, talents, and money gives evidence to which
team we belong.
In God’s Word, we find examples of people who were not eager always to be fellow workers
on God’s team. Moses gave numerous excuses that God shouldn’t use him to lead the
Israelites out of the Egyptian captivity. Saul hid! David felt unqualified to be king. God caused
Jonah to be swallowed by a fish in order to get him on His team. God didn’t give up on these
people. He chose and equipped each of them to be fellow workers on His team.
God blesses each of us with the privilege to be a fellow worker on His team. Whether we
willingly join or are at first resistant, we are now participants in God’s mission to help others
“to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). God uses ordinary
people like us to do extraordinary things. Are you ready to go to work?
Stewardship Board

*******************************************************************
FUNDS AVAILABLE: If you are having trouble making ends meet this year and could use
financial assistance to pay your bills please contact the church office. We know 2020 has been
a particularly tough year for many and the church has a particular memorial fund for this
purpose. Let us bless you!
LWML MITES Your mites may be brought to the church office.

SERVING GROUPS

CHRISTMAS IN 2020 COVID STYLE

We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office
window. Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on
the list and would like to be, contact the church office.

For us at preschool that means a bunch of kids here ages
3-11. It is a blessing and a challenge. And I think the
challenge is more for the kids than for us. We have
uprooted their lives. The biggest blessing in this is that
children are adaptable. If the adults surrounding them
have a can-do attitude then for the most part they adopt this think too. I see that everyday
with our kiddos here. I wish with all my heart they could be with their friends and have “normal”
school but we will love them while they are at Redeemer.
I hope we have a little fun too. Watch for a door decorating contest, tree decorating and
ornament making. We will post on our facebook page at Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
Willmar.
Service is also a big part of our ministry. This month we have a few irons in the fire. One of
our past parents asked us to help encourage our health care workers. We have been assigned
the Surgery Center and the Covid testing site so posters are under construction with kids
artwork and words of strength. We also sent cards and a little something to the hospital lab
workers. We will team up with the Scout Troop that meets at Redeemer and send baskets of
goodies to care workers on Christmas Eve. And a message of hope will be delivered to our
neighbors in the form of a hand-painted Christmas Ornament. The message reads: “Christ is
in the Midst of This. 2020”
As our year closes (and hopefully another one like this never comes back!!) we want to
end on a note of Thankfulness and Praise for the blessings God gives us even in the midst
of Chaos.

DECEMBER
Beth Corti – 320-231-1907

JANUARY
Janice Bartel – 320-403-5045
Sharon Skaro – 320-599-4506

Bob & Doris Ast
Elloyd & Janice Bartel
Deb Bremseth
Neil & Marlene Buboltz
Rev. Matt & Kim Canion
Lee & Beth Corti
Ron & Dee Erpelding
Ryan & Sarah Fosso
Ronda Hunt
Joel & Sharon Jergenson
Doug & Renee Jorschumb
Jeff & Darla Kimpling
Dave & Anita Maras
Mike & Mary Mikkelsen
Bob & Lila Rekedal
Jerry & Betty Schleh
Lori Schroeder
Kim & Deb Setrum
Stan & Sharon Skaro

Matt & Jennifer Akerson
Elloyd & Janice Bartel
Rev. Jack & Carol Baumgarn
Jacob Berghuis
Sarah Berghuis
Susan Christensen
Andrew Cordes
Dave & Julie Danzeisen
Jerry Gesch
Pete & Paulette Hagen
Gary & Mary Hillenbrand
Carol Jackson
Jared & Kjaresty Johnson
Dylan & Angela Kalkbrenner
Roger & Lois Koosmann
Jerret & Darci Mohr
Bill & Bridget Neumann
Jeff & Cheryl Pitt
Stan & Sharon Skaro
Rolf & Joyce Standfuss
Dale & Ashley Weilage

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available.

If you would like to help with our Christmas Eve baskets to essential workers (ER, Police
etc.) these items are needed:
Chapstick
Gum
Hand Lotion
Hot cocoa/tea packets etc
Small Candy Bars/Snacks
Mints
Other items you pick
Another way to help our families is to purchase Scrip Cards and designated the percent
we receive back to Distance Learning Families. This will help tuition costs for some of
our families who struggle with this new expense.

MITTEN TREE Opportunity to serve! It's that time of year again and we are looking
for individuals to donate to our Mitten Tree this year. If you would like to make a
child smile this Christmas season, visit the Redeemer Website to view gift tags and
details.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS CHEER BAGS 7th-12th
Grade
Youth
drive-through
church
on
Wednesday, December 2 from 6:45 -7:15 pm and
pick up a bag of Christmas cheer from us here at
Redeemer to you.

TO QUALIFY AS A GIFT IN 2020, federal regulations require that checks must be dated on or
before December 31st and the mailing envelope accompanying the check must be postmarked
by December 31st. Gifts received after that date will be posted to your 2021 giving. For handdelivered checks, the date the check is received by the church determines in which year your
donation will be recorded.
HELLO QUILTERS! We have some quilts that need tying, pieces to cut, and sewing of blocks to
be done and this can all be done at home. Contact Jan or Darla to make arrangements to get
into the quilting room at church to pick up what you wish. Thank You!
PRAYER REQUESTS! If anyone has a prayer request, please let the church staff know. You can
call, text, email, or use snail mail, etc. When you contact the office please also let us know if the
information is for the staff to pray for, or if it is to be shared with the rest of the congregation.

ONLINE YOUTH CHRISTMAS BASH! On
Sunday, December 13th, from 6:00-7:30 pm, join
us online via Zoom for some crazy Christmas
Antics. Bring your best ugly mug to the party. The
best Ugly Mug will win a free Holiday Beverage of
choice.

PRAYER CHAIN LIST Join the Prayer Chain List by contacting the church office. Receive emails
on people who are requesting prayers for themselves, their loved ones, or friends. You must
have an email address to be on this list.

ADVENT ACTIVITIES ENGAGE CHRISTMAS Redeemer members, although we are not doing
everything that we have traditionally done during our Advent and Christmas season, check out
ways you can Engage in the Christmas story with these options:

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! For December we will be collecting previously viewed DVD’s
(comedy and action), paperback novels, games, board games, car games, electronic hand-held
games, crossword and word find books, and journals. Please place donated items in the box
located in the narthex.

1. Host or Cohost an Advent Devotional for our Social Media.
2. Carol with us at a Pop-Up Pagent for Copperleaf and Rice Care facilities on December 6th.
3. Be a part of our 12 days of Christmas video series.
Visit the Children's Ministry Page at Redeemer Website for more information and to signup.

ADVENT-ure SCHOOL In order to keep our volunteers and families safe, the Board of
Education has decided to cancel ADVENT-ure school this year. We will continue this tradition
during the 2021 Advent Season.

SNOW BOOTS The snow has come early and you had to pull out your winter boots, only to
find that they are too small and you need a new pair this year. Don't throw those old boots
away! Bring them to church, along with your other outgrown dress shoes and tennies, and put
them in the shoe box located in the narthex. They will then be taken to Lutheran Island to both
benefit the camp, as well as people in other countries around the world.

SUNDAY
Nov 1
Nov 8
Nov 15
Nov 22

ATTEND
113
92
85
76

Nov 29
TOTALS

366

CONN HR

COMM
102

PRIVATE

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
8:00 – 4:30 pm

78

180

In by transfer: Jim, Alex, Gus, Josie Malkuch
Out by death: Edith Gerdes
Out by transfer: Troy & Lisa Anderson

17

CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY
for your Christmas
cards & napkins!

UPDATED GUIDELINES & PROTOCOL FOR RETURNING TO CHURCH
- For Sunday mornings in December, worship services will be available in the sanctuary, online, and in
the parking lot at 8:00 and 10:30 am. Communion will be observed on the first and third Sundays
and will be offered in the parking lot also for those who wish to remain in their cars. Please tune
into the FM station 101.9.
- Entrance will only be through the South narthex doors and the North single door. Exit will only
be through the East single door. Please note that all other doors will be locked. Doors will be
propped open during entry and exit with one-way traffic only to help maintain physical distancing.
Some hallways will be blocked off, please respect these areas.
- Elder’s will monitor entry, please keep the 6’ distance. Please stay in line and do not greet each other
with personal contact.
- As you enter, your temperature will be checked with a no-touch thermometer.
- Every other pew will be utilized so that people cannot sit closer than 6’ (unless you are members of the
same household). You will be ushered into the sanctuary and you will not have a preference as to
where you want to sit and at the end of the service you will be ushered out. This action should be
respected.
- Areas within the church will be thoroughly sanitized before and after each service. Hand sanitizers will
be available throughout the church.
- Please limit bathroom use, one person at a time please.
- People who are over 65 and those with underlying health conditions should consider staying
home and listening online or in the parking lot. Please stay home if you are sick.
- Please bring your own protective wear. Facemasks are required at this time.
- Designated boxes will be available for your offering as you enter or exit the sanctuary.

We continue to remind people that no one is obliged to come if they do not feel safe and we
will still have online services or parking lot worship services broadcasted on the FM radio
station available. Please be patient and abide by these guidelines as we seek to keep our
community as safe as possible during these trying times.

 DECEMBER 2020 
JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES.
Dec 6
8:00 AM
Communion
10:30 AM
Dec 13
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Dec 20
8:00 AM
Communion
10:30 AM
Dec 24
2, 4, 6, PM

ADVENT
SERVICES

ELDERS

ACOLYTES

Jeff P, Stan K, Paul M.

Wyatt Dahline

Wayne D, Brandon K, Dave D.

Jackson Berghuis

Dave Runke
Wayne Dahlke

Isaac Marcus
Dwayne Spaulding

Matt A, Doug J, Dave R.

Andrew Sandau

Neil B, Dave D, Steve L.

Chelsea Lopez
Colton Dahline (2:00)
Evan Petersen (4:00)
Tangh Conklin (6:00)

All available

Dec 25
10:00 AM
Stan Skaro
Dec 27
Dave Danzeisen
10:00 AM
Paul Lueders
Communion
Neil Buboltz
USHERS
8:00 AM *
10:30 AM *

YOUR ELDER
Dave Danzeisen
Brandon Kopacek
Stan Skaro
Steve Lueders
Paul Meyer
Doug Jorschumb
Neil Buboltz
Wayne Dahlke
Dave Runke
Matt Akerson

Dec 2
6:00 PM
Communion
Dec 9
6:00 PM
Communion

ELDERS
Matt A.
Neil B.

Doug J.
Steve L.

Dec 16
Jeff P.
6:00 PM
Brandon K.
Communion

Emily Johnson
Jillayna Schroeder

PHONE #
894-2396
905-0734
599-4506/894-9450
894-5750
651-295-6670
235-5451/905-2447
796-2352/894-9681
262-9847
235-9068/894-1474
894-4997

(*Head Usher)

HOUSEHOLD NAMES
Akerson – Bokelman
Bolland – Davis
Derksen – Grewe
Grothe – Jacobson
Jaspersen – Kruse
Kubasch – Meyer
Mikkelsen – Pillatzki
Pitt – Schoumaker
Schroeder – Streich
Stueckrath – Zetah

ARE YOU A THRIVENT MEMBER? Did you know that Thrivent provides Action Team Grants to
churches to fund different Service projects. Two Projects, worth $250 Cash Cards are available
to every Thrivent Member every Calendar Year. That is, a total of $500 per Thrivent Member
each year (no personal funds required to do this). The funds can be used for “Individual Service
Projects” to support personally directed donations to a charity, such as the Food Shelf or for
their “Thrivent Approved” cause... NO Team or Organization promotional effort is required. The
focus for this presentation is to reach out to Thrivent Members who may not be a part of other
Action Team Projects at Redeemer or know how to request these funds. Thrivent Grants have
been used to fund projects at Redeemer such as, Church picnic, Trunk or Treat, Thanksgiving
Meal, Preschool Art Night, Blessing boxes and many more. If you are interested in donating a
Thrivent Action Grant to help fund upcoming Redeemer Projects contact the church office.

WORSHIP SERVICES & EVENTS:
December 2, 9 & 16: Advent Worship 6 pm (No Supper or ADVENTure School)
December 17 – Preschool Christmas Service – 6 pm
December 24 – Christmas Eve – 2, 4 & 6 pm (candlelight service at 6 pm only)
December 25 – Christmas Day – 10 am
December 27 – 10 am only

Order Your Poinsettias
Remember your loved one by donating to our poinsettias that decorate our church
this Christmas season. Please return this form with payment to the
church office no later than Sunday, December 13th.
In memory of:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

By: ________________________________________________________________________________________

WEDNESDAY ADVENT
SERVICES DEC 2, 9, 16
6:00 PM
HOLDEN’S EVENING PRAYER
Communion each night
Distribution will be
continuous lines

Please contact the
office if you would
like a member of the
pastoral staff to
bring private
communion to your
home this winter.

I/We will pick them up
or
I/We will leave them at the church

Contribution $____________

Offering #___________

