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IN TOUCH WITH REDEEMER 
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Volume XXX, Issue VIII 
 

 

“To Be or Not to Be” 
 

Is that the question we are asking?  How about… 
 

“To Mask or Not to Mask” 
 

Is this a salvation issue?  Maybe Ken, maybe. 
 

First there was the deadly news of the virus spreading around the world.  Then came the 
state-wide shut-down.  After that came protest, rioting, killing, racism, economic chaos, 
school closings, social distancing, political attack ads, and now the mask. 
 

Does it really matter where someone stands on this issue?  As the church, we might be 
looking at this the wrong way.  Maybe the issue of the mask is covering the wrong core 
issue.  Whether we are mandated or not mandated by a state law, the church has a task to 
accomplish.  If every one of our conversations are about a facial mask, where is the 
Gospel?  The church has a unique place in this world.  We declare what Christ has done for 
us.  We get to talk about God walking among us and paying for our sins when we could 
not.  We do not proclaim salvation by the merit we feel we have earned.  Regardless of a 
governor’s mandate, we still are charged with making disciples and tell His story through 
our story.  When we speak more about how Satan is polluting the world more than the 
victory that Christ has given us, Satan is winning. 
 

So yes Ken, I think we might see it as a salvation issue when we examine what effect it is 
having on the mission of the church. 
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Romans 8:37 
 

AUGUST WORSHIP SERVICE HOURS 
8:00 AM Worship Service  

9:30 AM Outside Small Group w/Contemporary Music (starting August 9th) 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERVICE HOURS 
8:00 AM Worship Service  

9:30 AM Small Group w/Contemporary Music (location to be determined) 
*10:30 AM Worship Service (starting September 13th) 

(*Note time change) 

Attitude toward Ownership 
It is so easy to have the attitude that we, rather than God, own the things we possess.  It’s my 
car, my house, my computer, and my money.  After all, didn’t my hard work and sweat enable 
me to acquire all I have?  Only through the faith that God gives us are we able to understand 
and accept the words of Deuteronomy 8:17-18: “You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the 
strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.’  But remember the Lord your God, for it 
is He Who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms His covenant, which He swore 
to your forefathers, as it is today.”  Scripture is clear about God’s ownership.  God declares, “The 
silver is Mine and the gold is Mine, declares the Lord almighty” (Haggai 2:8).  In the words of King 
David, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).  
Clearly God is the owner; we are only stewards of what He has entrusted to us. 
 
We determine for ourselves whether we will use money in God-pleasing ways or solely to satisfy 
our own desires.  How we resolve the ownership-of-money issue will determine how we view 
and use our money.  Money can be used for providing food and shelter, as a medium of 
exchange for obtaining other necessary goods and services, and for helping those in need.  
Money can be misused or abused in excessive living or by engaging in illegal and immoral 
activities.  Money is not evil.  The Apostle Paul said in 1 Timothy 6:17, “God…richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment.”  It is the love of money that leads to all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 
6:10).  Loving or desiring money is not dependent upon how much money you have.  You can 
have a lot of money and not love it, or you can have little and love it to death. 

 

 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!! August collections will be “Hygiene Products”. Eye 
Drops, Lip Balm, Saline Nasal Spray, Disposable Razors, Foot Powder, Multi-
Vitamins, Vitamin C, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, & Sunglasses. Please place donated 
items in box located in the narthex. 

 

                 NOTE NEW ADDRESS: Ed Holst 
                                                        Minnesota Veterans Home 
                                                        1300 North Kniss Avenue  
                                                        Luverne, MN  56156 
                                                        (320-220-3590) 

 

STAFF REQUEST When calling any church staff at home, we ask you please respect staff 
family time by limiting calls before 9 AM and after 9 PM. Of course, if it is an emergency 
of a loved one, that is the exception. 



 
 

SERVING GROUPS 
We have monthly serving groups and a list is posted on the church office 
window.  Please check your phone number for accuracy or if you’re not on 

 the list and would like to be, contact the church office.
  

AUGUST 
           Lori Schroeder – 320-290-7035 

 
 
 

Matt & Teresa Behm 
Art & Elaine Bolland 

Carol Dahlke 
Cassie Drenkow 

Lyle & Kathy Eisenlohr 
Scott & Rachel Grewe 

Trudy Hemingway 
Russ & Rachel Jeppesen 

Jim & Cari Kardell 
Eileen Klinghagen 

David & Tamara Knapper 
Jason & Jennifer Landin 

Michelle Marotzke 
Wayne & Laurie Nelson 

Bill & Sandra Peters 
Chris & Jeanne Reznecheck 

Michael & Kay Sandau 
Lori Schroeder 

Loren & Judy Schultz 
Tim & Denise Smith 
Curt & Deb Swart 

Don & Birdie Urban 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Dee Erpelding – 320-235-0788 
Ronda Hunt – 320-235-1621 

 
Rob & Jan Baker       

Myron & Myra Behm   
Katherine Bolstad       

Scott Bolstad          
 David & Susan Chase 
Ron & Dee Erpelding          

Travis & Christine Foster 
Jim & Marcia Gilman            

Paulette Hentz             
Ronda Hunt                   

Ron & Colleen Kassel    
Joy Landin              

Glen Lotthammer           
Larry & Helga Miller        
Matt & Jodie Nelson   

Anita Petersen         
Linda Rhoades                       

Steve & Melanie Schultz 
Jaimee Scoblic         

Dan & Susan Spieker 
Todd & Kim Swartz    
LaVonne Van Zee 
Marilyn Worke       

 
 
 

NOTE: Please remember to contact your co-chair and ask them 
how you can be of assistance or just to let them know you are available. 

Have you ever been so overwhelmed by things that you just don’t know where to start? The last 
month and really the last few weeks have been that moment for me. In a normal world, we would 
be finishing VBS, pausing for a few days, and getting ready to start to plan for the upcoming fall. 
But we are not living in a normal world anymore, therefore it is hard to plan for normal when 
there is no more normal.  
 

If you are a teacher, you understand the current stress and struggle as Covid-19 precautions 
make even the least likely to plan go crazy.  
 

For the last few weeks, I have been working with the Board of Education, Pastor, and other 
leaders to brainstorm plans for the upcoming fall. We want you to know that we are not taking 
any decisions lightly. There are a variety of factors and scenarios that we are looking at when 
considering the future of Redeemer Kids & Youth ministry.  
 

While we are not yet ready to share that information quite yet we hope to have plans in place 
to share with you later in the month and especially in our September newsletter.  
 

A few things I ask of you as members and families as we continue to plan GRACE for those 
making decisions- All of us are making decisions in uncharted waters, you may not like the 
overall outcome but know that we did not come to these decisions lightly.  
 

YOUR INPUT NOT COMPLAINTS - While we cannot accommodate everyone’s ideas we do need 
your feedback both on how we have been ministering to your families and how we will continue 
to do so in the future. Please take the time to fill out the family survey (can be found on Facebook 
and Social Media) 
 

YOUR HELP - We are trying to reach families in new and creative ways. This requires more hands 
than just those of the staff and board members. We need people who are willing to help us do 
that, whether it is in person, online, sending cards, or just checking in with another family. If you 
would like to help in some way let us know.  
 

YOUR PRAYERS 
 

I know that going forward will not be easy but there are things that I am confident will still be in 
place despite all the current life situations.  

We are all baptized and beloved Children of God.  
Our God has suffered far worse than we can ever imagine. 
Our God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
He promises to be our REFUGE and STRENGTH when we feel we have nothing left.  
He promises to be with us wherever we go. 

 
Praying for all of you as we traverse uncharted waters together, 
Cassie Drenkow, Director of Christian Education  



SMALL GROUP WITH CONTEMPORARY MUSIC Starting August 9, 2020, 
Redeemer will be offering a small group study with contemporary music 
outdoors at 9:30 am. This is a time of music and study, with the studies being 
led by various people from our congregation! All are invited to join us in the 
grassy area beside the playground. Masks will not be required as we will be 
outdoors, but we will be very mindful of the social distancing recommendations, as to keep 
everyone safe. In the event of rain, please watch Redeemer’s Facebook page for updates. Bring 
a blanket or chairs to sit on, your Bible, and a bottle of water as well! It is summertime in MN! 
All are welcome, and we look forward to seeing you in small group! 
 

BOILER UPDATE A special voter’s meeting was held on June 14th via zoom to discuss the 
replacement of the current boiler system. The Trustee’s had contacted four local contractors 
and bids were received from Bullet Proof Mechanical Services and Chappell Central. Ballots 
were mailed out to all voting members and 83 ballots were returned. Results were: 64 for 
Chappell Central, 16 for Bullet Proof and 3 no. Chappell has been notified and work is scheduled 
to start the end of August. 
 

PASTOR MATT would like to know when each board will be meeting over the next three 
months.  Board chairs, please call the church office with the date and times of each 
meeting.  The staff will need to clean the room before it can be used again.  Also, Pastor Matt 
would like to see the communication in the church strengthened. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS! If anyone has a prayer request please let the church staff know.  You can 
call, text, email, or use snail mail, etc.  When you contact the office please also let us know if the 
information is for the staff to pray for, or if it is to be shared with the rest of the congregation. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN LIST Join the Prayer Chain List by contacting the church office. Receive emails 
on people who are requesting prayers for themselves, their loved ones, or friends. You must 
have an email address to be on this list. 

 

OFF THE GRID! 7-12th Graders! Join us on August 5th, 12th & 26th from 7-8 pm in the North 
parking lot at Redeemer for a night of social distanced fun. Participants will get their own 
assigned square to hangout in and enjoy some fellowship with others. Bring a lawn chair and 
your own snacks. Masks are recommended but since we will be outside and distanced, they are 
not required. 
 

REDEEMER FAMILY SURVEY Redeemer families keep an eye out for an email in your inboxes 
and on our Social media feeds for our Family Survey. We are asking families for feedback on 
the best way to serve them this Fall so please take the time to fill out this survey. A link is also 
available on our webpage under the children's ministry tab.  

 

 
           YOUR ELDER                        PHONE #             HOUSEHOLD NAMES 
           Dave Danzeisen  894-2396           Akerson – Bokelman 
           Brandon Kopacek  905-0734        Bolland – Davis     
           Stan Skaro                  599-4506/894-9450      Derksen – Grewe         
           Steve Lueders  894-5750        Grothe – Jacobson 
           Paul Meyer              651-295-6670      Jaspersen – Kruse         
           Doug Jorschumb       235-5451/905-2447   Kubasch – Meyer 
           Neil Buboltz      796-2352/894-9681   Mikkelsen – Pillatzki 
           Wayne Dahlke  262-9847       Pitt – Schoumaker  
           Dave Runke       235-9068/894-1474   Schroeder – Streich 
          Matt Akerson          894-4997       Stueckrath – Zetah

  AUGUST  2020  
 

JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT ON SUNDAYS IN AUGUST. 
TUNE INTO FM STATION 101.9 FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICES. 

 

 
 

ELDERS 
 

GREETERS  
  

ACOLYTES 
 

SOUND    
 

LIBRARY 

Aug 2   
8:00 AM 

Communion 
9:30 AM 

Stan Skaro 
Neil Buboltz 

Jeff Pitt 
Steve Lueders 

  

  

Aug 9  
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

Matt Akerson 
Dave Runke 

Brandon Kopacek 

    

 

Aug 16  
8:00 AM 

Communion 
9:30 AM 

 

Jeff Pitt 
Neil Buboltz 
Paul Meyer 

Dave Danzeisen 

    

Aug 23  
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

Doug Jorschumb 
Matt Akerson 
Wayne Dahlke 

    

Aug 30 
8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

Dave Danzeisen 
Jeff Pitt 

Steve Lueders 

    

USHERS         8:00 AM    *                                                                                                               (*Head Usher) 
                         9:30 AM    *  



UPDATED GUIDELINES & PROTOCOL FOR RETURNING TO CHURCH 
 
- For Sunday mornings in August, worship services will be available in the sanctuary, online, and in the  
   parking lot at 8:00 and 9:30 am. Communion will be observed on the first and third Sundays and will  
   be offered in the parking lot also for those who wish to remain in their cars. Please tune into the FM 
   station 101.9.  
 
- Entrance will only be through the South narthex doors and the North single door. Exit will only  
   be through the East single door.  Please note that all other doors will be locked. Doors will be  
   propped open during entry and exit with one-way traffic only to help maintain physical distancing.  
   Some hallways will be blocked off, please respect these areas. 
 
- Elder’s will monitor entry, please keep the 6’ distance, see tape placed on floor. Please stay in line and 
   do not greet each other with touching. 
 
- As you enter, your temperature will be checked with a no-touch thermometer.  
 
- Every other pew will be utilized so that people cannot sit closer than 6’ (unless you are members of the  
   same household). You will be ushered into the sanctuary and you will not have a preference as to  
   where you want to sit and at the end of the service you will be ushered out. This action should be 
   respected. 
 
- Areas within the church will be thoroughly sanitized before and after each service. Hand sanitizers will  
   be available throughout the church. 
 
- Please limit bathroom use if at all possible. Tape will be placed outside the restroom to indicate where  
   you should stand in line to wait. One person at a time please. 
 
- Those people who are over 65 and those with underlying health conditions should consider staying 
   home and listening online or in the parking lot. Please stay home if you are sick. 
 
- Please bring your own protective wear. Facemasks will be required due to the Governor’s Executive  
   Order of July 25th.  
 
- Designated boxes will be available for your offering as you enter the sanctuary or as you exit the  
   sanctuary. 
 
 

We continue to remind people that no one is obliged to come if they do not feel safe and we 
will still have online services or parking lot worship services broadcasted on the FM radio 
station available. Please be patient and abide by these guidelines as we seek to keep our 
community as safe as possible during these trying times. 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

YOUR GIVING OPTIONS 
1) Online Giving is available by going to redeemerwillmar.org and clicking on the Give Now 

button to use a credit card, debit card or bank account to donate to Redeemer. You can 
also setup recurring payments if desired!  

2) You can give via text by sending Give and the amount (e.g. Give 100) to 320-200-2029. 
3) Offerings (placed in your offering envelope) may be mailed to Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, 1401 6th Street SW, Willmar, MN 56201.   
4) Consider using our “Simply Giving” program to have your offerings electronically 

transferred to the church’s account. It’s as easy as filling out a form and returning to Chris 
Yoose in the church office.  

 

SUNDAY ATTEND ONLINE COMM WED ONLINE PRIVATE 
July 5    69  247 60 July 1 119  

July 12 74 168  July 8  88  
July 19 112 259 99 July 15 134  
July 26  100 126  July 22 122  

       
TOTALS 355 800 159  463 8 

Out by death: Irmgard Dahlke 
Out by release: Gloria Monson, Randy & Lynn Johnson, Kathryn & Shane Vorpahl 
 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 
 

  Enrolling now for Fall  
  Ages 3 to 5 years old 
  2 to 5 days per week 
       Half or Full Day 

  
Accredited, Christian Curriculum 

4 Star Parent Aware 
Eligible for Scholarships 

  
Registration forms can be found  

on our website at: 
www.redeemerlutheranpreschool.org 

2020 PHOTO 
DIRECTORY 

 

The directory has 
been cancelled 
until next year.    

CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS  

 

Monday-Friday    
8:00 – 4:30 pm                    



COMMUNICATION IS KEY! With the current Covid-19 pandemic, 
information is constantly updated throughout the month. We want to 
provide you with the most up to date information available. We at 
Redeemer cannot do that if we don't have current contact information. 
Please consider updating your contact information using the form below 
or on the church website and help us to stay better connected with you 
as members. 
 
Best way to contact you: 
 

       ______ Email     ______ Phone     ______ Text     ______ Mail 
 
 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
               ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Landline:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell #: Name  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
           Name  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUTUMN ADVENTURE AT LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP 
If you are missing your summer camp experience like we are, sign up for this year's Autumn 
Adventure on October 9-10, 2020. This year we will have some special guests and special events. 
This will be an Autumn Adventure to remember! Register at www.islandcamp.org or 218-583-
2905. 
 

2020 ONLINE LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP QUILT AUCTION 
The quilts are loaded onto the Proxibid site and is ready for the start of our 2020 Online Quilt 
Auction. There are some spectacular donations this year. The need to stay home meant more 
time for quilting. If you would like to add a work of art to your home and support Lutheran Island 
Camp, this is an online auction that you will want to be a part of. The auction began on July 22 
and runs through August 6, 2020. You can chose to pick up your quilt at the Island or to have it 
shipped to your home.   Prepare now for you opportunity to bid by going to www.proxibid.com 
and create your buyer account.  
 
THANK YOU GENE MEYER AND ART BOLLAND In 
June, a group went to the Island to complete a 
Thrivent Action grant project. They helped them build 
an enclosure for storing fire wood for the outside 
wood furnace. Gene Meyer, a past LIC board member, 
applied for the Thrivent Action Team project and 
prepared everything for the build in his Willmar 
garage. The structure is ten feet wide and 12 feet 
deep. On Thursday, June 18th, a team including Art 
Bolland, Gene Meyer, Gene Pagels, Bob Gutcknect and 
Wayne Hilchen installed the framing. After lunch Bob and Gene installed the metal roofing.  
Camp will also be adding sheathing on the sides to protect the wood from rain and snow and 
placing wood pallets on the ground to keep everything dry. When you go to camp this winter, 
they will be able to keep you warm and dry thanks to this amazing group of volunteers! 
 

SHOES/BOOTS 
We still need shoes! Don't forget to clean out those closets. We are still accepting shoes and this 
fall Lutheran Island Camp will receive an extra 25% in funds for the shoes we are able to send 
them to re-purpose.  The shoe box has been temporarily moved to an area in the narthex 
for your convenience of dropping off shoes on Sunday mornings. 
 
 
 


